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The Point Association

The Point Association is a
group of neighbors working
together to improve the qual-
ity of life in our neighborhood
by getting to know cach other;
preserving our historic heri
tage; maintaining the Point’s residential charncrer
beautifying our parks, streets, and piers; and pro
moting public policies that strengthen all of
Newport’s neighborhoods.
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From the Editor

As this issue goes to print, I have to wonder what became
of the summer. I"'m sure that same thought is on
everyone’s mind to some extent. It seems like just
yesterday that 1 was writing a similar letter for the
Summer issue of The Green Light! And yet as I look out
my window, I see the tomatoes are turning red on those
plants that I would swear I just planted, 1 recall last
night’s excellent Point Association members’ cocktail
party that I would swear was still a month away on the
calendar, and my wife reminds me that our daughter just
had her 4-month birthday. Time flies. It happens every
summer! I hope yours was as enjoyable as mine.

Given the Tall Ships and the America’s Cup racers this
summer, this issue was originally intended to have a
maritime theme. Inevitably, however, too much was going
on to restrict ourselves to just that area. So you will find
another sampler of items that will, T hope, touch on
something of interest to you. In addition to the summer’s
happenings, we also look ahead to the coming Fall.
Though The Green Light generally remains apolitics
thought it might be helpful to introduce to you the three
candidates running for the First Ward City Council se
the November election.

Finally, don’t forget that The Green Light—ax
The Point Association—welcomes your active partivis
tion. Whether it’s story ideas or the stories themssives,
photos, or other contributions, we welcome your inpmi
and assistance. (And I thank those who have contnib-
uted.) Finally, don’t forget the Membership mesting in
October!

Alan
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

The summer of 04 is rapidly closing and most of The Point Association’s official, and very successtul,
summet-time events such as the plant sale, picnic, and cocktail party have all come and gone. Now it’s time
to gear up for the fall season and prepare for our annual meeting on October 21* and a very important
election on November 2.

It’s been relatively quiet in our neighborhood this summer. Except for the Tall Ships’ weekend, few mem-
bers have bothered to phone or otherwise complain about increased noise, traffic, construction activity,
vandalism or other seasonal maladies. There seems to be a notable decrease in “party house” incidents.
Whether this is due to economics, demographics, improved police vigilance or other cause is unknown, but
we’re thankful anyway.

The Tall Ships’ festivities highlight the dilemma posed by Newport’s position as both a tourist mecca with
a beautiful deep-water harbor suitable for berthing large numbers of ships and also as a quaint New En-
gland colonial city with compact neighborhoods and narrow streets. The city administration planned well in
advance to facilitate the movement of large crowds. The Rhode Island National Guard was mobilized to
provide traffic direction and a fleet of busses shuttled visitors from satellite parking lots to the ships on
Goat Island. City Manager Jim Smith briefed me on his plans for reducing car traffic and tourist parking on
the Point. Jim is a Bridge Street resident and is well aware of our allergy to the congestion that large summer
events can bring to our neighborhood.

While the prior planning and consultation was admirable, we all know some procedures could be improved.
For example, the busses were too large, too noisy, and too frequent. Smaller trolley-type vehicles would be
better suited to Third Street. A suggestion by a Point resident led the city manager to temporarily cover the
stop signs on Washington Street to reduce the brake and acceleration noise of the busses. The same tech-
nique should be used on Third Street in the future. National Guard troops weren’t in position early enough
to prevent many visitors from occupying parking spaces on the Point. However, I have no doubt that the
buses and other control measures implemented by the city were very effective in mitigating the impact of
such a large swarm of tourists and their automobiles to our neighborhood. We need to admit that the beauty
of our community and its nautical heritage is what brought many of us to Newport in the first place. We
should do our best to accommodate those who want to enjoy that same heritage, if only for a day.

JACK

Fall Membership Meeting

Harbor House ~ Use Chapel Entrance on Battery Street
Thursday ~ October 21*~7:00 p.m.

Be sure to attend, for THREE important reasons!

#1 — Our special guest speaker — John “Fud” Benson will give a presentation on the stone carving work of
The John Stevens Shop, which was founded in 1705, and has been located at 29 Thames Street since 1781.
#2 — There will be a presentation on a proposal to repair and enhance the Storer Park quay. This effort
could require use of Point Association funds, augmented by funding from other sources. The Executive
Committee is hoping for member comment and discussion on the proposal.

#3 — New Officers! The Point Association’s Nominating Committee has been seeking eligible, willing
candidates to fill the following Point Association Executive Committee positions — President, 2°¢ Vice
President, and Corresponding Secretary. The new officers will be appointed at the Fall meeting,
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT BORN ON THE POINT

by Patricia and Rich Carrubba by Bill Hall, History and Archives
Welcome, New Members!

Marsha Francis The Born on the Point program rec-
David Garvey & Julienne Stewart ognizes newborns and others who
Catherine Koulouvardis were Point residents at the time of

their births.
New Membership Program

We have a new Membership Program to enlist more
Point residents into our organization and we’re seek-
ing the assistance of all our neighbors. Effective im-
mediately, a temporary complimentary membership
will be available to all residents old and new who are
not presently members. So, if you know of someone
who has just moved into the neighborhood, or some-

Certificates were distributed at the
April membership meeting for three

newborns — Bryan Ty Babcock, Jake Harrison Sweeney
(pictured above, born November 26, 2002), and Cora
Kathleen Wall. Bernard Mazza, currently a resident at
Harbor House, also received his certificate.

The next round of Born on the Point certificates will be
readied for the October 21, 2004, membership meet-
ing. Anyone interested in information or an applica-
tion may contact Kay O’Brien at 847-7311.

one you think would enjoy a trial membership, please
contact Patricia Carrubba, Membership Committee
Chair, at 847-5815 so that we can contact him or her,
and offer a limited complimentary membership.
We'll report the tesults of this new program in a fu- Applications must be returned by October 8, 2004.
ture edition of The Green Light.
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POINTERS IN THE NEWS

by Kay O’Brien

A few years ago, Brian Comfort was contributing ar-
ticles to The Green Light. Now he’s the editor of New-
port This Week, writing informative and interesting ar-
ticles in depth. A recent example—“The Battle for
Access” in the July 22 issue, discusses Newport’s origi-
nal charter, which guarantees public access to the wa-
ter. Today, Newport is a far different place, but we
can thank Friends of the Waterfront and others for
working to preserve these rights of ways.

The Fall 1998 issue of The Green Light told the story
of converting a two-story concrete block building on
Bridge Street from an auto repair business to a hand-
some home for shops and offices. At 9 Bridge Street,
Cottage and Garden, with many one-of-a-kind items,

is celebrating a fifth anniversary. Congratulations,
Eleanor Gobis.

Almost forty years ago, Ilse Buchert Nesbitt and her
late husband, Alexander, opened the Third and Elm
Press, a Point treasure. Last September, Ilse visited
the deserts of Utah/Arizona and has recently had a
showing of monoprints called Desert Junipers at her
gallery upstairs. Different from her woodblock prints,
a monoprint is a single image. Using a broad brush
and thinned printing ink, Ilse brushed each image di-
rectly on a plexiglass sheet. Next, the plexiglas is cov-
ered with a sheet of dampened etching paper and
placed on the handpress, which pulled the print under
heavy pressure. Between each printing, the Plexiglas
sheet is cleaned, and the process repeated. You are
welcome to stop in at Ilse’s shop and gallery, always
educational and fascinating.

Many Pointers know that Peter Martin has been a long-
time volunteer for the Old Colony & Newport Rail-
way. In June, Peter spearheaded the organization of a
trash cleanup along the tracks. Volunteers from the
OC&NR joined with volunteers from the Rhode Is-
land City Year program and a crew from the City of
Newport Clean City Program to collect a total of 14
shopping carts, a couple of mattresses, an extremely
large tire, and nearly two dozen garbage bags of trash.
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Though not a Pointer in terms of his residence, stone
carver Nick Benson, owner of The John Stevens Shop
at 29 Thames Street—Ilower Thames is part of The
Point—swas highlighted in Newport This Week in late May
for his work on the new National World War IT Memo-
rial in Washington, DC. Benson spent 11 months com-
muting to Washington, DC, from his Newport home
to carve 3,875 individual letters ranging in size from
an inch to over 19 inches.

Finally, who can beat this record? Claire Maytum, Jack
and Donna’s daughter, has graduated from Drexel Uni-
versity with a 4.0 average. Congratulations!
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NEW TO THE POINT

by Jane Hence

Charles and Patty Shumway live at 14 Poplar Street,
having been lured to Newport by several of the tradi-
tional and irresistible charms of our delightful city -
sailing, grass tennis courts, and the remarkable col-
lection of architecture. The Shumways live here dur-
ing the summer half of the year and in Naples, Florida,
in the winter.

Chatlie knows Newport and Rhode Island well, as he
went to Brown and has always been a sailor. He is
now involved with the New York Yacht Club’s team
racing program and does quite a bit of racing on big-
ger boats both here and in Europe. Charlie is involved

~ in computer foren-
 sics, real estate and
movie theatres in
Florida. Patty was
born and grew up in
Litchfield, Kentucky,
eventually went to
Chicago where she
was a Playboy Bunny
for many years, and
then fell in love with
Newport at first
 glimpse. She is cur-
rently writing a book.

The Shunmway bome at 14 Poplar St.

The Shumways have restored the exterior of their
classic Newport cottage and are about to begin on
the garden. They enjoy every aspect of living in New-
portand feel fortunate to be living on the Point, which
is full of “so many wonderful old houses”, a wonder-
ful complement to Florida.

NO LONGER NEW TO THE POINT...
but new to The Green Light

On a recent beautiful summer afternoon, I met with
Kathy and Jim Smith in Storer Park, which is less than
a minute from their house on Bridge Street, where
they moved over a year ago and are now in the midst
of alterations and a small addition.

Newport is the ninth city of which Jim has been the
manager. He has been a city manager for thirty-five
years, beginning in Draper, Utah, near Salt Lake City.
Midway through this career, he found himself manag-
ing Berlin, New Hampshire, where he met Kathy, who
was born and grew up in that state.

Jim is from Sandusky, Ohio, and while studying pre-
law in college, found a summer job with the city attor-
ney. Circumstances changed before summer began and
he was asked to work for the city manager instead.
This is a perfect example of fortuitous luck, as Jim
found irresistible the possibilities of having an imme-
diate impact as a result of one’s work and decisions.
He moved his focus away from the law and attended
the Wharton School (University of Pennsylvania) to
study public administration.

Jim and Kathy’s older children are grown and living in
New Hampshire,
New York, and Mon- §
tana, with the young- |
est child here in New-
port. The entire fam-
ily is happy to be in
Rhode Island and on g
Bridge Street. Jim has ¢
always loved to sail |
and spends his spare
time, when he has it, |
crewing on mid-size
boats and involved
with Sail Newport
programs.

Jim and Kathy Smith

It is clear that the Smiths care about their city. Jim
mentioned concerns about the condition of our infra-
structure and funding for the two most highly impacted
areas: police and fire. For a city of this size, the num-
ber of firemen and policemen is somewhere around
double the average figure, because of the demands of
our tourism industry. I found the caring and knowl-
edge the Smiths bring to Newport to be a comfort and
their appreciation for and enjoyment of our unique and
charming city to be a very nice bonus.

The Green Light FALL 2004




THE POINT PICNIC

A sizeable crowd gathered for this year’s Point Picnic
held on a gorgeous June 30. This year’s gracious hosts
were Lyn and Peggy Comfort, who opened up their
beautiful waterfront lawn to over 50 guests. Some
Pointers may recall that the Comfort’s home at 62 Wash-
ington St. was, through 1988, the site of many previ-
ous annual picnics, when the home belonged to Esther
Fisher Benson (who passed away in early 1999).

Ounr bostess
S ooy Comfort
with Dick Sveltz

Our host
Lyn Comfort
with Bill Boatwright

PLLANT SALE REPORT
by Isabel Griffith

Many thanks to all who attended the Plant Sale on Sat-
urday, May 22. No one seemed to be in a hurry, so
there was plenty of time to visit and catch up. Many
conversations were about plants and shrubs that did
not survive the hard winter. Perhaps, because of that,
sales were up; many satisfied customers went home
with local perennials to fill in the bare spots.

Once again, Anita McAndrews and her son, Sean, gra-
ciously lent us their driveway and beautiful garden on
Washington Street where we had plenty of space for
display. So many people were part of making this a
smoothly running, successful event! I apologize if 1
have left out some names — Marcia Mallory, Mike &
Joan Simmons, Eleanor Flowers, Laurie Shaw & Hetb
Rommel, Jack & Donna Maytum, Ralph Padulla, Bruce
Howe, Don & Loretta Roy, Bill Hall, Gusina Powell,
Jane Walsh, Gail Gunning, Sarah Gill, Rich Carrubba,
Merry Preston, Marty Williams, Deborah Kelsey, Trish
O’Connell, Bill Souza, Connie Heird, Nancy Quatrucci,
Sally MacKay, Elaine Cascio, Jennifer Hall, lse Nesbitt,
Lisa Elliot, John Lingley, Ruth Shore, and Sarah Kessler.

And to all the “elves” who mysteriously deposited
plants without being seen, we thank you as well.

NEXT YEAR: We plan to hold the sale on Saturday,
May 21. Marcia Mallory has volunteered to handle pub-
licity. NOTE: We need someone to take over solicita-
tions. Donations from local merchants are important
to the success of the sale. We can have the sale with-
out them, but it won’t be the same. If you are inter-

ested in hearing more about this job, please contact
Isabel Griffith — 849-6444,

Rifchen pof~oum

Sandra Crane e Proprietor

42 West Main Road, Middletown, RI 02842
Tel: 401 847 5880 e Fax: 401 8494770

DVD CD Video Duplication

Edward A. Sherman, President

11 Third Street Newport, RI 02840

Phone 401-847-3228 Fax401-847- 3341

Email: Vipnewportri@verizon.net

20 Years in Business 1984-2004 On the Point
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