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The Point Association is a group of neighbors working together to improve the quality of life in our neighborhood by getting to
know each other = preserving our historic heritage » maintaining the Point’s residential character e beautifying our parks, streets

and piers » promoting public policies that strengthen all of Newport’s neighborhoods.

OFFICERS

Suzanne Varisco, President
{841-5220)

Richard Carrubba, /¥ Vice Pres.
(847-5815)

Kay O’Brien, 2™ Vice Pres.
(847-7311)

Loretta Goldrick, Corr. Sec’y
(849-9425)

Betty Cares, Recording Sec’y
(847-2752)

Hillar Sarepera, Treasurer
(848-9906)

The Point Association Board

COMMITTEES

Beautification
Glenn & Ellen Secrest (848-2285)

City Liaison
John Spohn (849-2155)
Green Light
Betty Cares (847-2752)

Harbor and Waterfront
Vacancy

History & Archives
Nancy Espersen {(846-2907)

Membership (until 4/1)
Beth Cullen (848-2945)

Membership (after 4/1)
Judy Leet {841-5382)

Neighborhood Watch
Martha Marie Grogan (847-4443)

Nominating

Dave Pedrick (846-6228)

Past Presidents

Coles Mallory (849-5659)

Programs
Martha Marie Grogan (847-4443)

Publicity/Communications/Web
Vacancy

Underground Wires

Al Lowe (847-3853)

Board meetings are generally scheduled for the first Monday of the month and are open to Association members. If
you have a concern you would like the board to address, please call Suzanne for time, date and location of the meeting.
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The President’s Letter

Dear Members, Near and Far,

My friends and neighbors here on the Point are a continuing inspiration to me, as they go about their daily lives,
helping one another and improving this community we all call home. Recently, for example, about 65 Point residents
gathered at Eastern Resorts to discuss Harbor Point, proposed by Ade Bethune’s Star of the Sea Corporation for 21
Battery Street, between Second and Washington. Perhaps you received a blue or yellow flier, announcing this event, at
your door. Organized by Second Street resident John Spohn (my personal choice for Mayor of the Point or, at the
very least, Citizen of the Month), an informative panel was assembled. Representatives from Rhode Island Housing
and Mortgage Finance Corporation, Church Community Housing, and Star of the Sea answered many questions and
clarified much misunderstanding about this plan. We all learned a great deal about the project’s goals, changes,
potential success, and neighborhood impact.

We learned about the evolution of this venture, which was originally conceived as cooperative housing, with
individually owned units. Subsequently altered to provide primarily market-rate rental units of assisted living, the
project now features mostly subsidized units of independent living. Each change, we discovered, was dictated by the
shifting realities of available funding and the conditions upon which this sometimes elusive, but essential, support is
based. We also learned that the three additional units, the subject of Star of the Sea’s request before the Newport
Zoning Board, are necessary to the initial success and the long-term financial health of the facility. In its present form,
Harbor Point promises to be a collection of 37 small, private bed-sitting rooms with kitchen and bath, surrounding a
variety of common areas where social interaction will be encouraged.

Panel participants were forthcoming with lots of facts, including the current occupancy rate at similar residences
(95% or better, with waiting lists); available services to the tenants (many, as needed, for a fee—just like at home);
parking and traffic predictions (moderate); initial purchase and renovation costs (several million dollars); and potential
alternative uses of the property, should opposition forces succeed (condos, hotel, time shares, or—least likely—a
single owner with much deeper pockets than most Point residents). Perhaps most surprising to many were two facts
about taxes. First, the new plan reduces the potential city taxes only slightly, less than ten percent. Second, Star of the
Sea has chosen to pay city taxes, despite its tax-exempt status as a non-profit organization. Since the property has been
off the tax rolls for many vears, this is significant.

Finally, we learned about the goal of historic restoration for this fine old property, the funds for which are assured
by the project’s planners. From her home beside the harbor, Ade Bethune has looked across the avenue at this
Victorian enclave for many years, concerned about its growing deterioration and dreaming of a new life for these
grand old buildings, once they are restored. The life she dreams of here includes the privacy and dignity we all
treasure, combined with the community we all welcome. This life will enable elderly people to continue learning and
growing, while assisting one another in the tasks of daily living, without “depend[ing] on the kindness of strangers.”
One attendee seemed to sum up the thoughts of many in the room, when he avowed that this beautiful place, with s
promise of renewed possibilities for its residents, would be 2 welcome addition to the Point.

Yes, it was a successful meeting. Only six weeks earlier the Point Association leadership had requested a
continuance from the City, explaining that time was needed to learn and understand the many facts of this ambitious
project. Thanks to John and his generous panelists, and thanks to everyone who kept asking good questions, we have
accomplished this objective. As a result, the Point Association Executive Committee has decided, by majority vote, to
continue our tradition of support for this project by endorsing its most recent request before the City. Once again,
there was a job to be done, and once again Pointers stepped forward. You are, indeed, an inspiration.

With pride and gratitude,

Star of the Sea’s petition was scheduled to go before the Zoning Board on Monday, February 28.
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Association Announcements

There have been several changes in the Point
Association leadership since last October’s membership
meeting.

After many years of service, Beth and Mike Cullen
have resigned from the Board. For the last few years
Beth has been indefatigable in handling the
responsibilities of membership and also much of the
publicity work for the Association. Mike has served in
several positions on the Board, most recently as First
Vice President. While many of us stayed home, he
tirelessly attended City Council meetings, zoning
hearings and public workshops to keep the Point
Association informed about issues affecting us.

Due to other commitments, Special Events Chair
Bob Peck has needed to resign as well. Bob was
instrumental in arranging the free cruise on the Aurora
last summer as well as the Ham and Bean Supper at
Halloween. He says he’ll be available to help out
anytime though. The Board sends sincere thanks to
Beth, Mike and Bob for all of their hard work.

There has some been movement within the Board.
History and Archives Chair and Second V.P. Nancy
Espersen has taken on the coordination of the Green
Light until a new editor can be found. She has given up
her V.P. duties in order to handle the other tasks at hand.

And Martha Marie Grogan will now coordinate
Programs in addition to her responsibilities with the
Neighborhood Watch.

Joining the Board are some new faces. Judy Leet is
enthusiastic and ready to put her energy into the task of
Membership Chair starting April 1. Our new Vice
President is Richard Carrubba, a real estate professional
who brings a great many ideas and skills to the job. And
new Second V.P. is none other than the retired editor of
this publication, Kay O’Brien, who has lived on the
Point for over twenty years and will be a shining light of
wisdom for the rest of us. In the newly created position
of City Liaison is John Spohn, who coordinated the
information meeting for the Star of the Sea issue. And,
Al Lowe has taken on the big task of studying what it
would take to put overhead wires underground. Our
members have expressed much interest in this as our
neighborhood contains one of the largest concentrations
of historic homes in the country.

The Board has changed very quickly but the new
leaders will invigorate the whole Association. Everyone
is looking forward to a great year!

A complete listing officers and commiittee chairs can be

Jound on page 2.

St. John’s Guild Hall

Point Association's Pot Luck Supper

~ Use Willow St. Entrances

R ot
Sunday MARCH STH 6 pm
Again This Year — A True Pot Luck — Call 849-4395 if you are coming

Beverages (Coffee, Tea & Milk) will be provided
You may bring your own wine, beer, cider etc.
EVERYTHING SHOULD ARRIVE PIPING HOT WRAPPED IN NEWSPAPER &
PAPER BAGS ~ Every container and server should be labeled

In order to assure some variety and some of
If Your Last Name Begins With A-F Please Bring: GREEN SALAD which serves 12
If Your Last Name Begins With G-L Please Bring: A DESSERT which serves 12
If Your Last Name Begins With M-0 Please Bring: VEGETABLES which serve 12
If Your Last Name Begins With P-Z Please Bring: A MAIN COURSE which serves 10
If you're coming ~ Just call and leave a message on my machine at 8 49-439 5
and tell us how many & what you plan to bring ~ THANKS, Donna Maytum

everything we ask the following:
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The Point’s Unsightly Overhead Wires

Look... up in the sky. It's a bird! It's a plane! No, it's
more wires than you can possibly imagine! Telephone
wires. Cable wires. Power lines. Buzzing transformers.

Yikes! And this is supposed to be a pristine colonial area,
where visitors to our city can appreciate our lovely 18"
and 19" century architecture. Imagine the photographs
people must go home with. Pictures of famous historic
buildings — with wires all over them. It's an appalling
thought.

An even more appalling thought is that there may be
new construction at the Gateway Center requiring yet
more wires.

The simple fact is that anybody who has eyes in his
or her head can plainly see these wires should go
underground, just as they are along Bellevue Avenue.
Just as they are in a good many suburban communities.

To that end, the Point Association is forming a
committee to try to get this done. We welcome help from
anyone who has any information or knowledge that
would be useful in this cause — technical, historical,
political — whatever. What's more, we could use the
support and signatures of everyone who objects to
looking at all these wires.

If you're interested in lending your support or voicing
your opinion, please drop me a line with your name,
address, and telephone number and a brief note stating
that you'd like to see the wires in this historical section
underground. (Plus whatever else you want to say.) Mail
it or slip it through my mail slot: Al Lowe, 67 Bridge 5t
Newport, RI 02840. Thanks for your help.

History and Archives

The dining room table at 27 Walnut Street has been
piled high with newspaper clippings and papers as
members of the History and Archives committee have
been at the task of organizing and filing the Point
Association’s collection. Presently six filing boxes have
been filled and our goal is to have an index available at
the spring membership meeting. The papers have been
grouped by subject (plant sale, picnic, Storer Park, etc.)
and it is hoped that this system will allow us to retrieve
information quickly. This is a project that will continue
to grow and expand, but we feel that we have made good
progress this winter.

We have also been coordinating the Antiques
“Rhode” Show portion of the Spring Membership
meeting on Sunday, April 9. When Association president
Suzanne Varisco first presented the idea of our own
version of “Antiques Roadshow” here on the Point it
was met with a great deal of enthusiasm by our

committee. This will be your opportunity to bring that
item you always wondered about for Mike Westman and
his team to appraise.

As well as working on projects, we found time to go
on an outing. Fighteen committee members and guests
toured the Samuel Whitchorne House Museum on
Thursday, January 27. Located at 145 Thames Street, the
beautiful Federal style mansion is home to Doris Duke’s
collection of Newport furniture. The tour gave us an
appreciation of the craftsmanship and beauty of the 18"
century furniture created here on the Point.

Our meeting schedule is: March 8 at 18 Chestnut
Street, April 5 at 71 Washington Street, and May 10 at
19 Chestnut Street. Meetings start at 10 a.m. but working
sessions can take place any time — moming, afternoon or
evening. Contact Nancy Espersen at 846-2907 or
nespersen(@home.com and join us.

The Green Light ~ Spring 2000 ~ Page 5


mailto:nespersen@home.com

Receiving their Born on the Point certificates
at last October’s Membership Meeting:

Victoria Alcorn Boatwright with her mother Louisa (lefi)
Natalie Rose Mallinoff with her mother Laura (below, lefi)
Margaret Lynn Lewis Dunbar with her father Bart (below)

Spring Membership Meeting and Antiqgues “Rhode” Show
Sunday, April 9 - 2:00 p.m.
St. Johr’s Guild Hall - 61 Poplar Street

Following the Association’s business meeting,
Jjoin us for the Point version of the popular television program.
Bring that item you have always wondered about,
and have appraiser Mike Westman tell you its story and value.
There will be a 85 donation to have two items appraised.
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