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The Point Association is a group of neighbors working together to improve the quality of life in our neighborhood by getting to know 
each other • preserving our historic heritage • maintaining the Poinf s residential character • beautifying our parks, streets and piers • 
promoting public policies that strengthen all of Newporf s neighborhoods.

The Point Association Board
Om CERS COMMHlEES

Suzanne Varisco, President Beautification Fast Presidents
(841-5220) Glenn & Ellen Secrest (848-2285) Coles Mallory (849-5659)
Mike Cullen, fi' Vice President Green Light Nom inating
(848-2945) Betty Cares (847-2752) Brian Babcock (846-7976)
Alberto Coll, 2"** Vice President History & Archives Special Events
(849-4722) Nancy Espersen (846-2907) Bob Peck (846-2002)
Loretta Goldrick, Corr. Sec'y Membership Traffic
(849-9425) Beth Cullen (848-2945) Alberto Coll (849-4722)
Betty Cares, Recording Sec ’y Noise Abatement Neighborhood Watch
(847-2752) Mike Cullen (848-2945) Martha Marie Grogan (847-4994)
Art Gudikinst, Treasurer
(849-4367)

Board meetings are generally scheduled for the first Monday of the month and are open to Association members. If you 
have a concern you would like the board to address, please call Suzanne for time, date and location o f the meeting.
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T h e  P r e s i d e n f  s  L e t t e r

Dear Neighbors,

As you open this Fall 1999 issue of your Green Light, I invite you to join me in 
congratulating the editorial board for producing another collection of fine stories that 
reminisce about the Point's rich past, interesting articles that remind us about upcoming 
events on the Point Association calendar, informative news reports that alert us to 
developing issues of concern to Point welfare, and eye-catching photos that truly 
enhance the words they illustoate.

As you read through these stories, articles, and reports, I also invite you to join me in 
expressing sincere gratitude to these men and women for devoting countless hours and 
expending boundless energy on our behalf. Initially a simple record of Point meeting 
agendas and outcomes, each issue of the Green Light serves today, four decades later, as 
a rich and vital link between our common history and our present interests. The editors 
and staff, volunteers all, produce this well researched and carefully written record with 
no thought of financial remuneration. Instead, their reward comes in the genuine 
satisfaction of a job well done.

As you close your most recent copy of the Green Light and, like me, place it with all 
the others you have fondly stored for the pleasure of re-reading, I extend a third 
invitation. Come and join us! As enthusiastic amateurs, the Green Light staff welcomes 
new members who can contribute their time and talent to this labor of love. In fact. 
Green Light survival depends on this. Please read closely, on another page in this issue, 
the wish list outlining a genuine need for new volunteers who can assist with the tasks 
of organization, research, writing, proofreading, photography, design, layout, ad 
solicitation, bookkeeping, and circulation. Whether expert or apprentice, you will be 
welcomed.

The Green Light does not appear magically in our mailboxes four times a year. 
Instead, it continues to thrive in the kitchens and living rooms of people like you who 
also lead busy lives, are prepared to learn as they go, and find that working with others 
in this way is just plain fun. Please call Kay O'Brien at 847-7311 today and sign on to 
this all-important endeavor. As you do so, please accept a hearty thank you from many 
grateful readers of this tiny neighborhood beacon, which shines so brightly.

Sincerely,
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Point Association Animal Meeting Transitions and Kudos

The annual meeting of the Point Association 
will be held on Thursday, October 14, 7:00 p.m., at 
St. John's Guild Hall.

A s proposed by the Nominating Committee, 
the following slate for the Executive Committee 
will be voted on:

First Vice President: Mike Cullen 
Recording Secretary: Betty Cares 
Treasurer: Art Gudikunst
New Nominating Committee members to be 

voted on:

David Clark 
Dave Pedrick 
Toni Peters

Our speaker for the meeting will be JP 
Mouligne, recently returned from his successful 
Roimd the World race.

Members are reminded that they will be voting 
on a Board Proposal to restructure membership 
dues, as presented by the Treasurer at the April 
meeting. A s Art explained. Green Light production 
expenses are paid from membership dues. 
However, while costs have risen during the past 
decade, dues have remained unchanged. To 
remedy this gap, the following numbers are 
proposed:

Individual memberships, from $5 to $7 
Family memberships, from $8 to $10 
Sustaining memberships, from $15  to $25 
Patron memberships, from $25 to $40 
Benefactor (new category) $100

We hope to see you on October 14!

Thank you, thank y o u .. .

. . .to Ann Cuvelier for once again hosting the 
annual new members cocktail party on August 19 
at the Sanford Covell House on Washington Street. 
A  large number of Pointers turned out to welcome 
new Point Association members and renew 
friendships with old ones.

New positions for Coles Mallory and Suzanne 
Varisco have been reported in the Green Light.

Another Board member, former Second Vice 
President Anne Bidstrup, is currently organizing an 
October Candidates' Debate, after which she w il 
take a respite from Board activities and spend more 
time cultivating her garden. We sincerely 
appreciate her many past contributions and look 
forward to her joining in our future projects.

Born on the Point Certificates

Calling all Hummers and newly bom Point 
citizens! Beautiful "Bom  on the Point" certificates 
are available to anyone who was bom to a person 
Iving on the Point. Call Nancy Espersen (846-2907) 
for more detafls.

Y o u ’r e  o n l y  

w a l k i n g  d i s t a n c e  

f r o m  

r e j u v e n a t i o n

A Newport Spa Membership includes...
• Complete use of fitness facility
• indoor and outdoor (seasonal) pools
• 10% off aii spa services and products
• Private spa deck
•Sauna
• Locker room and shower facilities 
including: day lockers, towels, 
reflexology sandals and bath & body 
amenities

• Lounge areas 
•Juice, coffee and fruit
• introductory private consultation 
with a personal trainer

• Introductory 50-minute spa service 
(for one year memberships only)

•NO INITIATION FEE

THE
NEWPORT

S P A

Memebership rales tor The Newport Spa al The DQuofeuee isiande'' Hotel are oniy S?20 for Oiie year, paid fuii or S65 monthty Invest in yourself..■401-851-3225.
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B o a r d  M e m b e r s  E l e c t e d  a t  t h e  S p r i n g  M e e t i n g

Suzanne Varisco, new president of the 
Point Association, had served as recording 
secretary of the group since 1997. Suzanne and 
her husband Dominic moved here from 
Needham, Mass. in 1995; she grew up in 
Indiana. Both Variscos are employed by Salve 
Regina University — Suzanne as director of the 
Writing Center, coordinator of the Freshman 
English Program, and teacher of literature and 
composition. Both Variscos have a keen interest 
in the 18th century and enjoy living in the John 
Frye house at the comer of Second and Poplar 
streets.

Suzanne's vision statement is: "Like most of 
my neighbors on the Point, I value those 
priorities for which this comer of the City has 
long been known, and which have served as 
motivating examples to newer neighborhood 
groups throughout Newport. Namely, these are 
preserving the architectural mtegrity of our 
individual stmctures, improving the 
appearance of our streets and parks, and 
strengthening the quality of neighborhood life 
here through a varied social program. It is my 
wish to foster the continuation of this agenda 
through welcoming new members to the 
Association and encouraging the involvement 
of all our neighbors, both old and new, in our 
many acitvities.

"A s for specific projects, I strongly endorse 
open discussion of discreet and optional historic 
walking tour signage; extension of the gas lights 
farther north; a continuing watch on traffic 
patterns and abutting entrepreneurs; and the 
ongoing health of our signature publication, the 
Green Light. Most of all, I would like to see all our 
overhead wires in Newport disappear below 
ground, especially on the Point. While 
conventional wisdom views this goal as quixotic, 
I invite anyone who shares it to join me in 
creating A  Wireless Point Task Force, as a modest 
beginning."

A lberto  C oll, 2nd vice president, is serving 
as an officer of the Association for the first time. 
He and his wife Nancy have resided for four 
years
at 55 Washington Street with their now 17-year- 
old son and 14-year-old daughter. Bom and 
raised in Cuba, Alberto came to the United States 
without his family 3 1 years ago, at the age of 13. 
As a civilian, he has taught military and political 
strategy at the Naval War College since 1986, 
except for the period from 1990 to 1993 when he 
served the Bush Administration. "Newport is a 
jewel — we love it," he says. Nancy, a teacher by 
profession, founded Poplar School, for children 3 
to 5, at Emmanuel Church.

Alberto's main concerns for the Point are: 
first, to solve the traffic problems; second, the 
impact of developments on the Point, especially 
that on Goat Island; and third, to encourage 
beautification, such as placing utility wires 
underground. "We a l  need to work together," 
he says, "and I look forward to that."

Loretta G o ld rick  is corresponding secretary 
of the Point Association for a second two-year 
term. She and her husband Tom came to 
Newport in 1979 from Hingham, Mass, to run 
The Book Bay, a rare book shop, from which they 
retired in 1993. That same year they bought the 
1820 Elliott Boss house at 20 Second Street, now a 
charming bed and breakfast.

Loretta has many ideas for the Point: first, to 
see the gas lights extended onto more streets, 
with the possibility that a family might pay for 
one in memory of a loved one, with an 
appropriate plaque attached; second, to see our 
streets and imdulatmg sidewalks repaired. In 
many cases, tree roots make the sidewalks very 
dangerous; and third, the use of proper fences — 
Loretta wishes the Historical Society and Point 
Association would pay particular attention to 
this, for a beautiful garden can be spofled by a 
plastic or chain link fence.

"I look forward to serving again as your 
secretary," Loretta says, "for this is an interesting 
group in a beautiful spot."
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w eL eoM xe t o  t h e  N e w  M e m b e r s  

o f  t h e  P o iw t  A s s o c t f l t l o w

H u g h  D. A u c h i n c l o s s  
R o b e r t  B e s t o s o ,  J r .  

R o w e n a  B u r k e  
J a c k ie  &  S y m o n  C o u s e n s  

A r n o l d  F r u c h t  
C h r is t in e  H o f f m a n  &  F r a n c i s  F r o s t  

D o n  F a r ia s  &  S a m a n th a  H in e s  
M r. a n d  M r s. G o r d o n  K ing  

A n d r e w  M cK ay  
J o h n  Nimmo 

D o n n a  O 'B r ie n  
J e a n -A n d r e  a  M a r ie -C la ir e  R e s z  

A n d y  &  M ary  R o s e n z w e ig  
D a v id  S t e r n  

M a u r e e n  &  P a t r ic k  T o o h e y  
J o h n T r i f e r o  

D a v id  a E l l e n  W ix te d

Editor Overall responsibility for the quarterly
Photographer. Take photos at association events
Writers: For current events, association activities; 
to interview and research topics for general 
interest articles and pieces
Advertising: Responsible for contacting current 
advertisers, seeking new ones, delivering ads to 
the editor, sending invoices and delivering 
payments to the editor
Circulation: Responsible for obtaining labels
from the membership chairman, picking up 
finished publications from printer and delivering 
to bulk mailing service or post office 
Computer Layout A rtist Needs technical ability 
to scan photos and art work; convert and 
incorporate text to a finished layout.
For more information, or if you would be witling 
to fill one or more of these positions, please call 
Rowan Howard at 847-8428; or Kay O'Brien at
847-7311.

W i s h  L i s t  f o r  t h e  G r e e n  L i g h t

(Uhen Leavinf the Point 
(ometotheSouthuiest

M u s ic  H a ll C a fe  o f fe r s  ta s t e s  th a t  
n o  o t h e r  N e w p o r t  r e s ta u r a n t  c a n  

m a tc h .. .  f r e s h  s e a f o o d ,  p r im e  
m e a t s ,  c r e a t iv e  v e g e t a r ia n  a n d  

h e a l t h y  M e x ic a n  d i s h e s  p r e p a r e d  
w it h  o u r  S o u t h w e s t e r n  fla ir

250 Imef Itreft, (leuiport I^S-ip

f  S p la sh  S o m e  C o lo r  in to  Y o u r  L i f e

4

o 4
Framing • Gallery • An Supplies

ARNOLD ART STORE k GALLERY 
210 Thames St. Newport RI ~ 847-2273

F r e n c h  C o u n t r y  L iv in g

French homefurn ish ings, lace curtains and gifts from 
Le Jacquard and Palais Royal

78 Thames Street • Newport • 4 0 1 .8 4 6 .3 6 3 6  
Monday - Saturday 10 to 6 ~  Sunday Noon to 5
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A r o u n d  the W o r l d  i e  1 3 2  D a y s

Kate and JP Mouligne celebrate his victory in the Around Alone Race

Though I had interviewed him on the phone several times while covering the race and he is my next 
door neighbor, I had never actually met Jean-Pierre Mouligne until I saw him at three in the morning in a 
bar in Charleston. I don't think JP is in the habit of frequenting bars at three in the morning, but this was a 
special occasion. JP had just completed the final leg of the Around Alone race, an eight-month, 27,000-mile 
trek through the world's oceans by himself aboard a bright red 50-foot sailboat named Cray Valley.

I expected him to be tired and more concerned with seeing Ms family and friends after a month alone 
at sea than talking to a reporter. In addition to that, he had a victory to celebrate. He had won his class by 
more than five days. However, |P  took the time to say hello and to actually thank me for coming to 
Charleston to see him finish. He was good-humored, surprisingly cMpper and obviously pleased to be 
home again. I would leam over the next few weeks that this is just how JP is — a friendly, ordinary guy 
who happens to have extraordinary dreams and the will and determination to p u l  those dreams off.

JP's 27,000-mile passage took 132 days, five hours, three minutes and nine seconds total, not countmg 
stopovers in Cape Town, South Africa, Auckland, New Zealand and Punta del Este, Uraguay.

The start of the race was difficult for JP. He had already spent eight years preparing for it. The two 
years leading up to the race were hectic: overseeing the building of Cray Valley, obtaining a sponsor, sailing 
in various parts of the world, the media attention right before the start. When the last spectator boat had 
left the area, JP was by himself for the first time with more of the same to look forward to.

He soon got into the groove, though, and began to put distance between himself and Ms competitors. 
After going through the doldrums and crossing the equator for the first time, JP was solidly out in front 
and making good time to Capetown. Sitting down to dinner one raght, JP saw the wind sMfting. He placed 
Ms food aside and went on deck, clipped into a harness, to prepare to tack. Just then, a 40-knot gust of 
wind came from the opposite direction and knocked Cray Valley on her side. The next thing JP knew he 
was chest deep in the frigid Atlantic Ocean clinging to the boom. With the aid of the harness, JP scrambled 
back to the cockpit. For the next half-hour he struggled, soaking wet and cold, to put the boat right again 
then went down to finish Ms dinner. It had been scattered a l  over the navigation station.

JP overcame tMs harrowing incident to win the first leg and set a new course record for boats Ms size. 
The second leg, in the fabled Southern Ocean, proved even more to JP's Iking. He sailed a nearly flawless 
passage to put another six days between Mm and Ms competitors. Arriving in Auckland, JP had virtuafly 
wrapped the race up.

"Then you live in the fear of losing it," JP said of Ms big lead. "You can’t win it anymore, but you can 
lose it."

The Green Light ~ Fall 1999



The third leg from Auckland to Punta del Este, which includes the rounding of Cape Horn, would 
prove to be the most difficult for the Around Alone fleet. By the restart in Punta, only nine of the original 
16 starters would be left in the race. JP knew that the only tiling preventing him from victory would be not 
finishing. At one point before he rounded Cape Horn, the southernmost tip of land on earth known for 
violent weather, JP realized how easy it could be to be prevented from finishing the race. Cray Valley  had 
encountered a parhcularly nasty storm with 70-knot winds and waves as taU as Cray Valley's  mast. JP took 
down all his sails in the hope that he could ride out the rest of the storm. The boat cruised along at speeds 
reaching 12  knots just under bare poles. As JP sat below decks for six long hours, he realized there was 
nothing more he could do to weather the storm. He could only hope that it didn’t get worse because he had 
done as much as he could. Fortunately, the storm didn't get any worse. A very relieved JP had a relatively 
easy rounding of the Horn and sailed into Punta with an eight-day lead and the knowledge that the worst 
was behind him, at least as far as historically challenging weather conditions went.

The start of the final leg did nothing to validate this historical wisdom. The fleet was greeted by a fierce 
head-on squall for the first several days out of Punta. After the pounding in the Southern Ocean, the squall 
proved too much for one boat. Brad Van Liew’s Balance Bar. Van Liew w a s  in third place in JP's class, in a 
tight battle with Mike Garside in second. The two were separated by a mere half-day after sailing three 
quarters of the way around the world. But Balance Bar's mast was not up to the task. Van Liew's rig broke 
and he had to saw it off and watch it slip into the ocean. He was able to jury rig some sail, and headed back 
to Punta. Remarkably, he put in a new mast and finished the leg, losing the battle with Garside but 
retaining his third place standing.

JP didn't escape unscathed either. He had put a lighter, bigger mainsail on Cray Valley  in anticipation of 
the predicted lighter winds. The mainsail began to tear early in the leg and required constant attention: 
fixing, patching, watching and worrying. Then JP cut his knee; the infection became so bad that JP was 
nearly immobilized. For several days, JP considered putting in to land to fix the main and treat his swollen 
knee. It would have been risky. He could have seen his lead, which was already being cut by Garside, 
evaporate while he sat on shore waiting.

"Here 1 was, Mike Garside was pulling away from me, my sail was in very bad shape. It was kind of 
everything at once. I think that's where I lost the leg," JP said.

Using e-mail instructions from a doctor in Boston, JP treated his knee with antibiotics and the swelling 
reduced. Garside, meanwhile, sailed a shorter course through the doldrums and was putting a safe margin 
between the two. After getting through the doldrums and two days of windless agony, what JP called the 
"most frustrating experience of my life," JP entered the trade winds and made it into Charleston. He 
finished a day and a half after Garside; good enough to claim top honors for the overall race.

"There's the mix of being sad that it's over because it's been such a big part of my life and being excited 
and proud at the fact that I accomplished what I wanted to do, which has always been to w in  the class," JP 
said just after finishing. "I've done that. I know it, but it’s not quite clear to me yet.

"It's an amazing thing because you go from being completely in charge... When you are sailing by 
yourself, you have to make every decision and every decision's got a consequence, good or bad. And then 
you cross the line and people jump on your boat and you don't have to do anything except talk about it. 
You don't have to worry about it. The sudden lack of pressure where you've done it -  nobody can take it 
away from you."

After 27,000 miles of sailing the world's roughest, loneliest seas all by himself, you'd figure JP would 
take a break. Not so. JP returned with his wife Kate to his Willow Street home a few days after the finish of 
the race and started work at RP Associates in Bristol the following Monday. Cray Valley  followed JP up to 
Newport and can be seen moored off the Point. The Moulignes hope to sell Cray Valley  to make back a little 
of the enormous amount of money they put into JP's quest. For now, they hope to do a little work on their 
newly bought house and return to something of a more normal life. At least for a little while.

— Brian Comfort
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Neighborhood Watch 300* AimiYersary

Watch chair, Martha Marie Grogan, has been 
in weekly contact with our neighborhood 
patrolman. Officer Marc Santiserri. Early in the 
summer there was an incident of an intruder 
walking into an unlocked house on the Point. 
This was during a weekday while the resident 
was home and the intruder made it to the second 
floor before he was discovered. He fled claiming 
he was in the wrong house. Fortunately no one 
was hurt.

Remember to lock all your doors even during 
the day! If you have any questions about the 
watch committee call Martha Marie Grogan at
847-4994.

Annual Fall Cleanup

Be sure to circle Saturday, September 18, 1999, 
on your calendar. It's time for our Annual 
Neighborhood Fal Cleanup. Bring a rake and 
join your friends at Storer and Battery parks — 
w e 'l  attack weeds and litter, plant some bulbs, 
and spruce up the beach.

Bagels and coffee w il be waiting for you at 
8:30 a.m. at Storer Park! (Rain date is September 
25) Hope to see you there!

Questions? Call Glenn and E len  Secrest at
848-2285.

Candidates' Forum

The At-Large and Ward One candidates for 
City Coimcil w il  be invited to attend a forum 
scheduled for Tuesday, October 19 at 7:00 p.m. at 
St. John's Guild H al. The Swamp Association 
w il join us in hosting this event. Questions from 
the audience w il  be welcomed.

Don't miss this opportunity to leam where 
each candidate stands on the various issues of 
importance to us a l. Save the date and be an 
informed voter.

In August 1699, the stones for the foundation 
of the Friends Meeting House were laid o ut, and 
last month, to mark this anniversary, the 
Newport Historical Society presented their 16* 
annual lecture series "Farrdly, Faith, and 
Testimony: the Society of Friends in Newport." 
The lecture series was dedicated to the memory 
of Esther Fisher Benson.

Pointers on the Bay

A  group of 80 Point residents joined together 
on Wednesday, July 14th to enjoy an evening on 
the bay. The purpose of this Point event was to 
take time out from our busy Newport summer to 
relax and admire the beautiful area we are lucky 
to ca l home.

The Aurora s a l was the idea of the Point 
Association's new special events chair. Bob Peck. 
With great enthusiasm. Bob succeeded in making 
the cruise a fun and relationship bulding time for 
a l  involved. Unfortimately, a few had to be 
turned away at the dock as we were limited to 75 
passengers.

Through the generosity of some neighboring 
businesses, the outing was free of charge. Aurora, 
the 102-foot schooner with the striking red sals 
frequently seen in our harbor, was provided by 
her owner Tom Roos of IDC. A  refreshing keg of 
locally produced beer came to us from 
Coddington Brewing Company. Delicious wine 
and hors d'oeuvres were provided by association 
member David Ray, owner of the Clarke Cooke 
House on Bannister's Wharf and the Newport 
Shipyard on Washington Street. Though Mr. Ray 
was unable to join us, his partner from Newport 
Shipyard, Charlie Dana, did come along with his 
son and impressed us with his nautical skills.

As an event arranged to give Point residents 
who have yet to join the association a feel for the 
spirit of camaraderie that our group resonates, it 
was a success. Many people have since joined 
and we look forward to the good cheer spreading 
and our membership base continuing to grow.

—Beth Cullen

T he G reen L ight ~ Fall 1999



The Sweet Success Story of Rose Island

June 25, 1999 was a proud day in the history 
of Rose Island. It was the day that the Rose 
Island Lighthouse Foundation, managers of the 
Rose Island Lighthouse and its suirounding 1.5 
acres, purchased the entire remaining portion of 
the island from private hands. The purchase 
price was $629,750 — a sum that would have 
seemed impossible to come by in 1983 when the 
Foundation was first started. It was, in fact, the 
culmination of 16 years of determination, 
persistence and vision on the part of the 
Foundation and its Executive Director, Charlotte 
Johnson.

The story begins at the end of World War II, 
when the General Services Administration (GSA) 
declared the island surplus. At that time, the 
lighthouse was still operated by the Coast Guard. 
The City of Newport purchased the island in 1960 
for $2,300, with the condition that it be used for 
the public — however, there was no organized 
attempt to see that this was done, and GSA 
reclaimed it some years later.

John Hopf Photo

The story took a dramatic turn in 1969. The 
Newport Bridge had just been completed, and 
Newport was about to become a major tourist 
destination. Rose Island, in the middle of 
Newport Harbor, had again been declared 
surplus by its owner, the GSA. The 17-acre 
island with its rickety pier and crumbling stone 
barracks was of no interest, it seemed, to anyone 
but the seagulls or occasional boaters who pulled 
up on the beach to picnic or to swim.

Four enterprising local businessmen, 
however, formed a syndicate called CMTS, and 
bought all of Rose Island but the lighthouse and 
its surrounding 1.5 acres, for the sum of $27,500.

After the bridge was built, the lighthouse was 
retired and the GSA offered it to the University of 
Rhode Island (URI) to use for scientific studies, 
but by 1983 the federal government had to 
repossess it, since URI was unable to maintain the 
property in the face of "unbelievable" vandalism. 
Once again, the lighthouse was declared surplus 
and was up for grabs.
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Enter the A ge of D evelopm ent in Newport. 
Condos and time-shares were burgeoning all 
over the d ty . Property values were soaring. The 
America's Cup belonged to Newport, and 
Thames Street becam e the home of the T-shirt. 
Styrofoam cups and doUar bills rained down 
from heaven above.

It was also at this time that concerned citizens 
in Newport became aware that there would have 
to be some organization in place to keep the 
unprecedented development in check. 
Neighborhood watchdog groups — the oldest of 
which was The Point Association, founded in 
1955 — began to band together. Organizations 
such as Save The Bay, Friends of the Waterfront 
and the City's Waterfront Commission and 
Historic District Commission came into their 
own. By 1983, "Super Group" had been 
established as an umbrella organization for 13  
concerned groups dedicated to the monitoring of 
Newport's waterfront and historic district 
development. The coordinator of Super Group 
was Curtis W. Bunting, a retired Navy Captain. 
The Point Association sent two delegates to Super 
Group on a regular basis.

In September of 1983, CMTS unveiled a 
proposal that many Newporters found shocking. 
The whole east face of Rose Island and 60 acres of 
public waterway adjacent to it was to be the site 
of an 850-boat marina enclosed by two enormous 
breakwaters, requiring the dredging of some 
150,000 cubic yards of mud and rock from the 
seabed. The material was to be dumped on top of 
the island, raising it by some 16-20 feet. It would 
be by far the largest marina in Rhode Island, 
doubling the capacity for boats in Newport 
Harbor.

It was a wake-up call for the City of Newport. 
And at City Hall, some very concerned citizens 
decided to do something about it.

There were major concerns: What effect
would this development have on the normal 
traffic of boaters in the Bay? On the marine life? 
On water quality? How would the developers 
deal with utilities such as sewage? Of paramount 
importance to The Point was the availability of 
parking, because where would all these marina 
patrons drop off their cars, on their way to Rose 
Island? On our already saturated narrow streets?

And what of the historic ruins on Rose

Island? Were they to be covered in dredged up 
silt? What about the nesting birds, and the never- 
to-be reclaimed open space? What, indeed, was 
the City of Newport about to lose?

Letters flew back and forth to the 
newspapers, and at City Hall a lot of telling 
questions were being asked. This would not be 
an issue that would receive an easy rubber stamp 
of approval.

Obviously, CMTS would have many hurdles 
to clear. Permits would have to be granted not 
only by the City of Newport, but by the Army 
Corps of Engineers, the Department of 
Environmental Management, the Coastal 
Resources Management Council, and even the 
state Historic Preservation Commission.

Tom Benson, who grew up on Washington 
Street (and was a founder of Newport's Museum 
of Yachting), and Charlotte Johnson led the way. 
Curt Bunting of Super Group and Councilman 
Tom Kelly soon joined in. Interest and concern in 
the community began to grow.

The following letter appeared in the Newport 
Daily  News on February 10,1984:

To the Editor:
You might have heard that plans have 

been made to build a "hoat-stop" marina on 
Rose Island. I have grown up calling it 
"ou r" island. I f  commercial terms come 
about the island, it could, or probably w ill 
cause as much as an estimated 850 boats to 
crowd the bay between Nexvport and 
Jamestown.

O f  course, this would greatly increase 
the amount o f pollution in the bay, causing 
fish to leave, and discouraging the 
swimmers from piers and beaches in both 
Jamestown and Newport. This pollution 
would be caused by things like ocean- 
draining toilets, baths and sailors throwing 
garbage overboard, although motors would  
be the main source o f water pollution.

I've been sailing out to the island in 
hopes o f excitement since I was 8 years old.
It has always been a peaceful suburb on the 
uninhabited island where I  could relax and 
unwind. I wish everybody could have the 
pleasure o f visiting the island. Hav ing  the
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fish scared off by noise and pollution would 
wreck the popular fishing spot at the root of 
the Goat Island Causeway. Tourists come 
from miles away to see the view from the 
waterfront of Newport. This marina could 
make tourists stop and think whether the 
view was worth the trip.

A  hotel is recently under construction 
on Long Wharf Will they ever stop?

As I look back, I realize how many 
happy memories I have the opportunity to 
look back on. This marina could mean the 
difference between you and your 
posterity's future citizenship in Newport, 
and commercial madness.

Christopher S. Barker, 12

It was perhaps coincidental that now GSA, 
once again, declared the lighthouse property 
surplus (having repossessed it from URI). This 
time, the City would not pass it up. Benson, 
Bxmting, Johnson and Kelly spearheaded the 
effort to have the City apply for title to the Rose 
Island light. Conditions had to be met: GSA 
stipulated that the property had to be used for 
historic monument purposes, for public 
education and enjoyment, and there had to be 
solid plans to finance restoration and 
maintenance of the lighthouse buildings.

Bimting assured the council that members of 
a newly formed Rose Island Lighthouse 
Preservation Committee would find the money.

volunteers and enthusiasm within the 
community to do the job. The committee soon 
became The Rose Island Lighthouse Foundation, 
Inc., which thereafter asked for, and received, 
tax-exempt, non-profit status. Its incorporators 
were Tom Benson, Curt Bunting, Charlotte 
Johnson, Wells "Red" French and City Finance 
Director Gary Esposito.

The dty was persuaded: in March 1984, it 
applied for the lighthouse to be given to the City 
of Newport, and after some delays (the 
lighthouse had to be nominated and determined 
eligible for its place on the National Register of 
Historic Places) the City became the owner of the 
Rose Island Light. The work could now begin!

Meanwhile, opposition to the proposed 
development on the rest of Rose Island was 
organizing. Prominent was a group of only 10 
people, calling itself "Citizens to Protect Rose 
Island." President was Betsy deLeiris. By 
December of 1984, Charlotte Johnson was at its 
head. The group had already raised several 
thousand dollars to fight the development, and 
soon began a determined campaign to educate 
the public as to its dangers.

One heretofore neglected aspect was the rich 
history of fortifications remaining on the island. 
Charlotte even traveled to France and England to 
search the archives for old maps and information 
on the forts. She confirmed that Fort Hamilton, 
built between 1798 - 1800, incorporated earlier 
fortifications placed there before and during the 
Revolution; that British, French and Americans

Time out work Local school children on a fie ld  trip to Rose Island
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had used  it to defend New port Harbor; that it 
w as uniquely important as an historical example 
of defenses from colonial tim es to World War II. 
Hardly the place to dum p dredged up  spoils!

Daniel Snydacker, Executive Director of 
New port Historical Society, spoke to the Coundl 
about the fort's historical significance. "Would 
you  build condom inium s on Valley Forge?" he 
asked them.

In 1984, New port's Planning Board 
recom m ended to the City Council that aU of Rose 
Island be placed in the Historic District, which  
w ould, of course, shape any proposed  
developm ent. But the Council at that time w ould  
only consider including the actual lighthouse 
property. Snorted Councilm an Al Angel, "The 
taxpayers of the city of N ew port can't afford a 
luxury such as this. It's a m ess and it should be 
tom  down."

Citizens to Protect Rose Island worked with  
redoubled energy to m ake the public aware of the 
issues raised by the proposed developm ent.

One spectacular event was the announced  
plan to encircle the entire island with bed sheets 
sew n together and raised by hum an "fence posts." 
This received national attention.

Those of us w ho w ent out there that day will 
never forget it! The scene w as well described in a 
photograph published in the Philadelphia 
Enquirer of July 9, 1985. The caption read: 
"Protesters hold up  a 3,500-foot cloth wall on 
Rose Island, R.I., to protest proposed  
condom inium s and a marina that they say would

dam age the island habitat. About 100 people 
traveled Saturday to the island in Narragansett 
Bay to hold up the sewn-together bed sheets. 
Said Charlotte Johnson, head of the group, "You 
wrap things up that are precious, and Rose Island 
is precious."

Ten days later, restoration of the lighthouse 
began. Volunteers boarded up the w indow s, and 
the building w as sprayed to rid it of pigeon  
fungus. Cleanup squads and contractors, 
architects and preservationists, gardeners and 
just plain lighthouse lovers, a l  offered assistance. 
Citizens to Protect Rose Island ran fundraisers, 
and the Rose Island Lighthouse Foundation 
organized drives for m em bership. Soon, the 
lighthouse was offered for sale! That is, one 
could buy a shingle, a brick, a door, 50 square feet 
of roof, even the tower! A  new  w indow  would  
run you  a tax-deductible $5001

The rest, of course, is history. The whole 
country seem ed now  to be in love with 
lighthouses. Articles were written, m oney  
donated, work volunteered and timbers, as w el 
as consciousness, raised.

The Ighthouse b u ld in g  w as lovingly 
restored to the period of 1912, w hen lighthouse 
keepers had lived and raised their fam iies there. 
Work was com pleted in 1991, and the foundation  
was besieged with applications from people who  
wanted to live at the Rose Island Lighthouse once 
again! Some did so, over the next few  years.

The official opening took place on July 17, 
1992, and on August 7,1993, after years of back­

Protestors hold a 3500-foot cloth wall on Rose Island 
in 1985

Charlotte Johnson reviews Rose Island deed
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Site plan for proposed condominiums on Rose Island

breaking work and fund-raising effort, the light 
itself was at last re-lit in a joyous ceremony 
attended by a huge crowd of well-wishers.

Sadly, Curtis Bunting passed away a month 
later.

And what happened to the developers? Well, 
that, too, is history.

Opposition to their plans was made manifest 
not only at the City Council level, but in the 
proliferation of permits which they were asked to 
seek, and which were systematically denied 
them. CMTS asked for fewer slips; cluster 
condominiiims, and finally, a "New England 
Vilage" on the island. But it was not to be, and 
eventually the would-be developers put their 
property up for sale.

Walter JenMiis W l W w ,  d S
CA«*ry CDl.USN(lrt.)
B n Point O w w*VIKIWj
Ksraf Birf Resilient Since 1964

SALES AS«KIATE
BMmEsmmm suima smx tm
Spmiliaiig in fc Ê ito

4® BELLEVUE AVENl®
NEl«3RT.RI<aS40 RESlWiNCE- (401)»4««21
HCME: 43ELMSmEET FAX: C40!)S4W3S0

Supporters of RILF continued to work to have 
Rose Island included in a State Bond issue for the 
purchase of open space. As a result, the State 
negotiated a purchase price of $1.1 million — 
however, the contract expired in 1992 with no 
sale consummated.

Undaunted, the foundation’s efforts 
continued. Grants were applied for and won. 
Money was raised, and membership in the Rose 
Island Lighthouse Foundation was dramatically 
increased.

Executive Director Charlotte Johnson and her 
hard-working board initiated many educational 
programs for schoolchildren. Rose Island became 
a place where conservation and ecology could be 
studied and where the environment was 
respected.

h if c h c n  p o t - p o u r r i
Sandra Crane • Proprietor 

42 West Main Road, Mddletown, M  02S42 
Td: 401 847 5880 • Fax; 401 949 4770
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A proposed 850-boat marina for Rose Island wouid 
have been the largest in Rhode Island.

The historical remains of two centuries of 
fortifications could be contemplated, and birds 
and seals alike were given sanctuary.

Paid lighthouse keepers gave way to paying 
lighthouse keepers. N ow , one can pay to stay in 
the lighthouse for a night, or a week — complete 
with the daily chores! It has also become a 
destination for Elderhostel service projects. The 
Foundation has remained true to its word.

Finally, in 1998, Newport City Council voted 
to include a l  of Rose Island in its Historic 
District. At last, the time was right for Rose 
Island to be protected in its entirety, and 
arrangements were made for the long sought 
purchase. The Department of Environmental 
Management (DEM) bought a conservation 
easement for $500,000. The balance was provided 
by the Aletta Morris McBean Foundation and the 
Prince Charitable Trusts.

Now Rose Island can be enjoyed as open 
space — for future generations to leam, to pass 
on to their cMdren, forever. The dream of a 
dedicated few stands as a lasting monument to 
the power of persistence, and we a l  owe them 
our heartfelt thanks.

— Brenda Gordon

Tel: 40 1 -847-5681 Fax: 40 1 -848-4508

GILBEiT J. BiADFIELD
BROKER/OWNER 

For All Your Real Estate Needs

"B om  o n  th e  Poin t"

P.O. Box 2 5 5 1  ~ Newport, Rl 02840

Clipper Wine & Spirits has a new name ...

'^ S t o ^ x ^ B e l le v u e  W i n e  &  S p i r i t s
And a new location ...

181 Bellevue Avenue 
(Across from the Tennis Hall of Fame) 

Newport, Rl 02840 
401 846-7993

They specialize in fine imported & domestic wines and 
offer free delivery.

L a u r a  J e n if e r  M a l l in o f f

Attorney A t Law

Estate Planning, Family Law & Personal Injury

9 Chestnut Street 
842-0903

uncan
SIGN S

6 5  D r . M a r c u s  F. W h e a t l a n d  B l v d .
F O R :  STAIN GLASS

‘ STAIN GLASS REPAIRS 
and TOOLS for T HE HOBBYIST

8 4 6 - 0 2 9 4
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Sought "Rest Cure" on the Point

Among the many distinguished visitors to the 
Point was Colonel Washington Roehling and his 
wife Emily. E)tiring the summer of 1882 they 
stayed in a Point cottage.

His father, John Augustus Roebling, was 
famous among bridge builders as the first to 
successfully build a suspension bridge. He 
undertook to build the first bridge spanning New 
York City's East River, considered foEy by many. 
His son, a graduate of Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, was Ms assistant. A horrible acddent 
led to the senior Roebling's untimely death, and 
Colonel Roebling was given Ms job and made 
chairman of the board in Ms father's place.

In Ms fanatic race to finish the buildmg of the 
famous Brooklyn Bridge, young Roebling forsook 
a l  precautions related to health and safety, with 
the result that he suffered seizures and a long 
iDness due to "caissons disease." TMs affliction, 
brougM on by too rapid ascent from the deep 
work areas around the bridge piers, is similar to 
the "bends," and was due to the falure to 
decompress when entering and retarrang from 
the work area.

His illness, characterized by severe pain and 
loss of sight, included contorted fadal muscles 
and extreme shaking, and caused Mm to 
withdraw from pubMc view, seeing only Ms wife 
and son.

Gossip spread that he was unable and unfit to 
complete the project, and he was under heavy 
pressure to resign from Ms post, wMch he 
refused to do.

It was decided that a rest in the quiet 
Washington Street Meyer Cottage (now SteMa 
Maris) might speed Ms recovery. His doctors 
recommended ocean air combined with leisure 
and privacy as Ms key to recovery. Mrs. Roebling 
had seen a l  these possibilities when she saw the 
spacious porch and the upstairs front bedroom 
from wMch he could enjoy a l  the prescribed 
elements in addition to beautiful sunsets and the 
ever-changing patterns from activities on the Bay. 
An added advantage for the invald was the trip 
to Newport on the F a l River Line; Ms wheel chair 
could be easly brought on at New York and off 
at the Newport landing and then make the short 
trip up Washington Street.

They were not left completely alone here, 
however. Seth Low, then mayor of New York

and the leading figure in pressing for Roebling's 
resignation, pursued him to Ms summer haven. 
Low made the trip from New York and walked 
up Washington Street to demand Roebling 
resign. He refused and so Low walked back 
down Washington Street, onto the boat, and went 
back to New York.

Washington Roebling saw the job of bulding 
the Brooklyn Bridge to its triumphant conclusion. 
Should Ms spirit ever return to Ms temporary 
Newport home, what a pleasant surprise he 
would have to see a beautiful suspension bridge 
right at Ms doorstep — one worthy of being a 
Roebling design.

—Suzy Sturmak 
from a story originally written by Virginia Covell

NATURAL SPRING WATER

Crystal Spring home delivery service 
is the easy, convenient way 

to keep your famiy supplied 
with pure, refreshing spring water. 

For details about our 
special introductory offer, call

8 4 6 ^ 0 9 1 6

Crystal Spring Water Co., Middletown, RI
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New Neighbor on Bridge Street -- Artist, Chef and Gardener

Cottage and Garden, 9C Bridge Street, is such a pretty shop. It m akes one want to buy. . . and buy. D o I 
really need two, or maybe four, of those French bistro chairs? They are antiques, painted a bright red. 
They w ou ld  fit on my back porch, just match my kitchen door...

But wait a minute, instead of red chairs, how about almost the same thing, different bistro maybe, in 
sky blue? Or that stone garden um ? If I could fill it with sea shells, make a table of it the way Eleanor 
Gobis, proprietor, has done. . . And that piece of wrought iron, shaped like a bar of music? Made for my 
garden! There's a tiny iron frog, but he's not for sale.

Cottage and Garden suggests such intriguing interiors and exteriors not only because Ms. Gobis has a 
Masters in Fine Arts (she is an artist versed in a myriad of trades). She is a certified chef and a gardener par 
excellence. Her shop is full of topiaries. She plans on showing orchids.

Ms. Gobis prefers French and Italian architectural pieces. These must be genuine antiques. They must 
catch the eye and the imagination. Newport's mansions, she says, have provided her with many 
wonderful treasures.

Cottage and Garden has been open since May. It stands in a sunny space, part of a charmingly renovated 
(would you believe?) garage on Bridge Street. Not an antique shop, Ms. Gobis insists. Here is no jumble of 
objects. Tables, lam ps, the paintings on the walls (two of these are early 1900s by a Newport artist, Joanne 
Wilder) each has its own special place. The shop is open Wednesday through Saturday, 10 to 5; Sundays: 
12 - 5 .

—Anita McAndrews
Ed. note: Renovations to the building reported on in Fa ll 1998 Green Light

T h e P r u d e n t i a l C i f e  Prime Properties

YO UR  

PR O FESSIO N A L  

REAL ESTATE SA LES TEAM

Richard and Patricia Carrubba 

123 Washington Street 

Office: 849-2800 

Residence: 845-2574

1=1 r l l

f f l h u m b l i n e  5 l e s t a i i r a n t

The Historic Point’s Oldest & 
very oum Restaumni & Tavern.

S e r v in g  fu ll  m e n u  N ite  & D a y  
p l u s  b la c k b o a r d  s e a s o n a l  s p e c ia ls .  

M icro  b r e w s  o n  ta p .

Monday & Tuesday Night Specials. 
D i n n e r  w i t h  w i n e  f o r  t w o  $ 2 1 . 9 8 ,  

w i t h o u t  w i n e  $ 1 5 . 9 8

6 2  B ridge S tree t •  N ew p ort •  8 4 9 -6 9 5 0
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Meet the First Ward Candidates for City Council

Rick O'Neill —  11 Garfield Street; 847-5202; 
Rick4First@aol.com

I am  a candidate for the First Ward seat on  
the City Coundl because I care deeply about the 
quality of life in  our neighborhoods. My wife, 
Barbara, and I have lived  on Garfield Street for 
over 20 years and have raised our two sons here. 
As one w ho believes in  com m unity service, I am 
past president of Coggeshall School PTO and a 
former Little League coach. I am past chairman 
of the Beach Com m ission, chairman of VINE 
(Volunteers in N ew port Education), and 
president of Rogers H igh School Boosters Club. 
W hen called into service by m y city, I have 
alw ays pitched in  to help m ake New port a better 
city for u s all.

The First Ward faces m any challenges in the 
next few  years. If properly done, the 
reconnection of Connell H ighw ay will help ease 
cut-through traffic through the Point. We need to 
be ever vigilant in  m onitoring noise and traffic in 
our residential neighborhoods. Because the First 
Ward contains large undeveloped parcels, the 
North End Plan prom ises to bring m uch activity 
and change to our neighborhood. We need to 
m onitor closely h ow  these changes will impact 
our quality of life.

A s the First Ward faces trem endous growth  
and change in  the next few  years, 1 have the 
experience and the record of comm unity service 
to act as your voice on the City Council.

George Perry — 102 Third Street

George is the incum bent First Ward 
Coundhnan. His education includes a Bachelor's 
Degree from Boston College and a Masters' from 
Dartmouth. After graduating from OCS he 
served as an officer on a destroyer based in  
Newport.

George spent m any years in  marketing, and 
currently ow ns and m anages a small bed and 
breakfast.

George has been very active in local affairs for 
the past eight years. He w as one of the founders 
of C A N N N  (Citizens Against N oise and 
Nuisance in Newport); he has been an active 
member of Friends of the Waterfront and is a 
member of the Point Association, the Newport 
Historical Society and the Rose Island 
Foundation.

George's achievem ents on the Council 
generally relate to quality of life. He spearheaded 
traffic cakning m easures on the P o in t; he led the 
fight to make Rose Island part of the Historic 
zone; and, he spearheaded the effort to find 
alternative sites to Old Fort Road for the dog 
park.

George prom ises to continue to be sensitive to 
the needs of the neighborhoods.

Colon ravel
incorporated

170 Spring Street * Newport, RI 02840 
Tel. (401) 849-6433 • Fax. (401) 849-7503

800-887-4680
TO_____________________________________________y
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Endeavoring for HMB ENDEAVOUR The Drought.. .

A s if w e didn't have enough summer 
excitem ent with m usic festivals, coaching 
exhibitions and hordes o f visitors combing our 
streets for a snapshot of American history, the 
Australians came to dive off our neighborhood's 
coastline in  search of HMB ENDEAVOUR!

W hy all the comm otion? What is so important 
that the Australian National Maritime M useum  
w ould  send three of their top marine 
archeologists to N ew port for a month? Only that 
the shipwreck lying tw enty feet below  the water 
just off the Cypress Street Pier next to the old  
N avy Hospital could very w ell be Australia's 
equivalent of the Mayflower. Paul H undley, Sue 
Bassett, and Kieran H osty, the Australian 
scientific dive team, are in search of clues to 
prove HMB ENDEAVOUR  is in fact the wreck at 
the bottom  of Narragansett Bay.

N ew port's Dr. D.K. Abbass started all the 
hoopla w hen  she discovered historical 
docum entation last January in the London Public 
Records Office that proves the ENDEAVOUR  was 
renam ed LORD SANDW ICH  and w as used by the 
British during the Revolutionary War as a 
transport and prison ship. LORD SANDWICH  
w as one of the 12 British ships scuttled just off the 
Point's shoreline to blockade the approaching 
French fleet com ing to assist the American forces 
in their fight to regain occupation of Newport 
and to w in  their freedom  from England.

The Australian dive team will be here 
through m id-September. Perhaps they, along 
with the m any Am erican volunteer divers 
working w ith Dr. Abbass' non-profit group 
RIMAP (Rhode Island Marine Archeology 
Project)*, w ill successfully prove that the timbers 
below  our bay are of the same English white oak 
used to construct ENDEAVOUR. They also may 
find that pieces of the w ooden  structure are from  
Australia, since the ENDEAVOUR  was repaired 
there after hitting the Creat Barrier Reef while 
exploring the coastline dow n under.

Once again the city-by-the sea will be in the 
international spotlight. Just another chapter in 
the extraordinary history of our shady little 
seaside Point neighborhood.

— Beth Cullen 
* See Summer 1999 issue of Green Light, p. 17

Just in case you didn't notice —  w e are DRY. 
Those of you w ho planted n ew  shrubs and /or  
trees this year need to be especially diligent about 
watering slow ly and deeply. Best is a dribble for 
an hour or two.

If you are planting anything this fall, water 
the container plant thoroughly before planting. 
Then fill the hole w ith water and let it drain 
before planting, back filling and watering again. 
Water will then be at the roots where you  want it. 
Do not fertilize at this time. Your garden is 
stressed enough. M ost law ns are not dead — just 
dormant. They wiU come back green. It will rain. 
Over seeding is recom m ended for fall.

Those of you w ith shady gardens still need to 
water. I recently dug holes for som e five gallon 
containers. The soil w as still dry and powdery  
two feet down. That is dry!

— Toni Peters

Fall Calendar
Saturday, September 18 - Fall Q eanup - 8:30 a.m. at 
Storer Park - rain date September 25
Thursday, October 14 - Board M eeting - 7:00 p.m. - 
St. John's Guild Hall

Tuesday, October 19 - Candidates'Night - 7:00 p.m. - 
St. John's Guild Hall

Tuesday, November 2 - Election Day - Be sure to vote!

Newport County's 
f in e s t  fa rm e r s ' m a rk e t
featuring both organic &

conventionally-grown products!

A Q U ID N E C K
GROW ERS'

MARKET

909 East M ain  Road (Rif 138) 
(ai Newport Vineyards & Winery) 

Middletown, Rhode Island

S a tu rd a y  M o rn in g s
9AM-IPM-JUNE 12-OCrOBER 23 

W ednesday A ftem cn m s  
2PM-6PM-1UNE 16-SEPTEMBER 29

MAIN OM SHINE I
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

#40l-848-0099

BILL DEL NERO 
CLEANERS AND LAUNDRY INC.

11 FawelSI. 
In Newport 
847-6800

2576 E ast Main Rd. 
Portstnoutti, RI 

682-2220

17 Narragansett Ave. 
In Jamestown

423-1142
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N am e:

The Point Association Membership Form

------------------------------------------------------------------ Phone; —

M ailing address:- 

Fax:------------------ E-m ail (if applicable) ■

□  W aterfront
□  Fu n d  R aisin g

Committees & Activities
□  Beautification  □  Membership □  Potluck Supper
O Green Light □  Noise Abatement □  Programs
□  History & Archives □  Plant Sale □  Traffic
Please check the categories that you would like to leam more about

Dues Structure
Individual: $7.00 Fam ily: $10.00 Sustaining: $15.00

Please make check payable to The Point Association. Note if new membership or renewal. The membership year runs 
from October 1 through September 30. A subscription to The Green Light is included with all memberships.

Clip and mail to the Point Association, P. O. Box 491, Newport, RI 02840

Patron: $25.00
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The Point Association 
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Newport, RI 02840
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