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P r e s i d e n t 's L e t t e r

The summer’s end is near, and we can look back at events such as the plant sale, the harbor
cruise on the Spirit o f Newport, the picnic and the cocktail party to see that we are an organization
that plans well for activities that encourage community cooperation and enjoyment. As always,
special thanks go out to all of the volunteers who never say no and ensure the continuing success
o f our seasonal events.
In my last letter, I wrote about Goat Island’s application for a Class B Entertainment License
that would allow outdoor amplified music. As most o f you know, the request was denied by the
Council. (How many o f you still have your no noise buttons?) A public workshop resulted that
looked at the implications o f outdoor amplified music. The Council has begun a process that may
become a model for compromise that could benefit both residents and the hospitality industry. It is
our feeling that a comprehensive proactive plan be started immediately and be finalized during the
winter months before we are in a panic once again.

Our councilor Laurie Shaw has drafted a resolution reflecting the efforts o f the Citizens o f
Newport Grassroots Organization, better known as C O N G O. The Council adopted the
resolution August 14, 1996. Laurie explains the voter initiative in great detail in her letter on
page 18 o f this issue. It is an important matter that needs our attention not only because o f the
three issues that are highlighted but also because o f the opportunity for residents to participate
at a level that can affect legislation.
Our Board members and their subcommittees continue to work diligently on citywide issues
that affect us both as individuals and as an organization. We have representatives on C.O.N.G.O.,
the Newport Preservation Alliance, the Ad Hoc Transportation Group, the Marine Terminal Study
Group, the Parking Task Force, the Maritime Preservation Alliance, Friends o f Van Zandt Pier
and the Waterfront Commission. Do not be mistaken, even though our volunteers make it look easy,
their efforts require untold hours, perseverance and sacrifice. Each committee has a “to do” list
that always gets done, until the next time.
For the last four years, I have been honored to be president o f this vital group that has a
significant history, a viable present and a promising future. I step down as president in October
with the assurance that our Board and its volunteers will continue their level o f commitment to our
association. As a tribute to our volunteers, I am asking each member o f the association to donate
4 hours o f time (1 hour for each o f my years as president) to a committee o f his/her choice. The
work o f this organization is well beyond the sum o f its parts and will serve the generations to come
in the beautiful community by the Green Light.
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The P o in t A s s o c ia t io n ’s
A n n u a l M e e tin g
A N e w ® Breed® o f W im e T a s t i n g
Donald Breed, N ew England’s foremost wine critic,
has graciously agreed to host the Point Association’s
third annual Wine Tasting. The tasting will be Sunday,
September 8, 1996 from 4 - 6 p.m. at four historic
homes on the Point.
New wines from the following world-wide regions
will be featured:
Italy, Eastern Europe, Southern
France, Canada, Chile, Argentina, South Africa, New
Zealand, and Australia.
Two new local wineries,
Greenvale W ines and Newport Winery, will also be
participating.
Traditional foods from each region will accompany
the wines.

Thursday, October 24, 1996
St. John’s Guild Hall
61 Poplar Street
7:00 p.m.
Gather to chat with friends and neighbors
7:30 p.m.
Business meeting begins
Election o f Officers
Committee Reports
Presentation o f B om on the Point Certificates

The number o f tickets is limited so that everyone
will be able to properly sample the fine wines, which
will be served in the gardens at 53 Washington St., 88
Washington St., 91 Washington St. and 20 Second St.
Tickets are $20 per person and can be purchased in
Newport at Clipper Wine and Spirits, 48 Third Street;
A idinoffs, 16 Warner Street; in Providence at Campus
Fine W ines, 127 Brook Street; in East Providence at
Town W ine & Spirits, 179 Newport Avenue; and by
calling 849-4708 or 848-7088.
For more information about the event, contact one
o f the Wine Tasting committee members: Christine
Montanaro, Donna Segal, Anne Wiley, and Rose
Goltman.

N om in atin g C o m m ittee
“Our assigned members are doing their assigned
tasks,” was the report that Joe Vars gave to the Point
Association Board at their August meeting. And the
“assigned task” o f the committee is huge - to bring to
the October Annual Meeting a slate o f officers that
includes president, 2nd vice-president, corresponding
secretary, and a new nominating committee.
The
“assigned members” o f this year’s committee are Joe
Vars, Kate Cook, Tim Sturtevant, Roberta Majewski
and Phil Mosher.

Mkkom e to O ur Tticw ^Members
Rene Bemier and Bonnie Walker
Mary Comeau
Philip Cox
Francesca Craig
Michael and Deborah Delmonico
Preston Jess (P.J.) Keeler IV
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Moran, Jr.
Jeanne Muller Ryan
Theresa F. Salter

H allow een P lan s
A ghostly surprise is being planned by Anita Rafael
for the weekend before Halloween. It promises to be a
haunting and eerie evening. Watch your mailboxes in
early October for more details.
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B e a u tific a tio n : Omr P a rk s

Green Light U pdate

Summer is almost over and the flower ums in our
parks are still in bloom because of our Point neighbors
who planted and tended to the flowers so faithfully,
Additional improvements this year included hostas and
impatiens in Storer Park. Be on the lookout as you
walk through the park.

Putting together an issue o f the Green L ig h t has
changed over the years, but it alw ays takes teamwork,
and w e hate to lose team members. Sharon Schultz, our
liaison to the Point A ssociation Board, has moved to
Albany, N ew York. W e m iss her talent, efficiency and
enthusiasm, and also her daughter Carolyn, who, from
an infant to an independent two-year-old, entertained us
as w e planned and worked on the Green Light.
Sharon’s husband D oug also got involved with getting
the bulletin ready for bulk mailing. And John Howard,
who has handled the advertising in a timely and
professional manner for many years, is retiring from the
staff. Our many thanks to Sharon and John.

The Beautification committee is working hard on
replacement benches for Storer Park, W e’ve had some
funds donated by private Point residents, as well as the
Doubletree Hotel and IDC Corporation. If you would
like to contribute (consider a gift as a memorial or to
honor som eone special), please contact Paul Quattrucci
(846 -2 4 3 4 ) or D eb Herrington (848-9735).
W ith al! o f the rain this summer, not only the plants
and flow ers have grow n but also the W EE D S. On the
evening o f A ugust 14th several Pointers gathered in
Storer Park to weed, sw eep sidewalks and pick up
trash. The work, which ended when the sun set in a
blaze o f color, netted nine bags o f trash. Please keep us
in mind for any weeding or cleanup you m ay be able to
do in your spare time. Call Paul or D eb if you can lend
a hand.
W e w ould like to add more trees to the streets on
the Point and w ill be offering incentives for folks who
w ill adopt a tree. Stay tuned for more details about the
A d o p t a T ree P rogram at the A ssociation’s annual
meeting in October.
Deb Herrington

W e w elcom e Beth Cullen, our new representative
for the Green L ig h t on the Board, and Sue Gudikunst
(849-4367) w ho is taking on the advertising duties.
Ade Bethune has stepped forward to proofread and
Tama Sperling has volunteered to help with the bulk
mailing. Laura O sbom e delighted us by offering to meet
and write about Mr. N ightingale (see page 16). W e are
very much encouraged by this show o f support.
Hearing from readers proves interesting and
sometimes amusing. After the Summer issue, Barbara
Benson called to identify the photo on the cover o f the
Summer issue. She told us it w as the Smith family boat
Penguin skippered by John Howard Benson standing
tall in his catboat. Others o f you wrote that you also
recognized the driftway scene. And Anne Reynolds
questioned the baking time for the Lemon Cheese Pie in
the C ook’s Comer. She wondered if “ 15-20 minuets”
was correct, perhaps 15-20 w altzes or tangos would be
more appropriate. It goes to show that sometimes we
rely too much on spell check!

We congratulate our former editor, Florence
Archambault, who has received an award from the
Congregational Christian H istorical Society for her
book. F o rw a rd Through the Ages in Unbroken Line:
300 Years o f C ongregationalism on Aquidneck Island.

FALL PLANTING AND CLEANUP DAY

Kay O ’Brien and N ancy Espersen

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9

On T h e Cover

W e w ill m eet in Storer Park
at 9 a.m.
to plant spring bulbs
and clean up both Storer
and B attery parks
S ee y o u then!

Once again, our cover is courtesy o f Pierre Merle.
One gray day this summer artists were out and about
painting for the “W et Paint” auction at the Newport Art
M useum. Luke Randall chose Van Zandt Pier just as
Louise Sherman was checking the waterfront. Pierre
had the successful bid, so L uke’s rendering o f the pier
stays on the Point and is shared with all o f us.
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Summer 9ummary
Plant Sale

H arbor Cruise

Often when I admire a specimen in a friend’s
garden the person says, “Well, it’s from your garden, I
bought it at the Point Plant Sale.” The event began
years ago as a plant exchange and has gradually
evolved into a fundraising activity for the Point
Association. At this year’s sale, held June 1 in the
driveway at 101 Washington Street, everyone had a
good time looking over the offerings which are a bit
different each year. Bargains were available in the
home-dug plants from neighbors and the vegetable
seedlings and greenhouse-grown plants for indoors and
out from Point friend Bruce H owe’s large garden.

If we measure the success o f the annual Point
Cruise held on June 8 by how much money was raised
or by the number o f auction items we had or by how
good the food was - it was a success. But if we
measure the success by how many o f the Point Associa
tion members attended - it was definitely a failure.

Thanks to all who helped: Co-chairs Susie Bowen,
Joan Stickley and Anne Reynolds, and committee
members. Use Nesbitt, Sue Gudikunst, Elizabeth
Bessette, Posey Hall, Sally Mackay, Nancy and Paul
Quattrucci, David and Melanie Aguiar and Penn
Stickley, who picked up, delivered, divided, priced, and
sold the plants, as well as bringing lemonade, coffee and
home-baked goodies to make it a true garden party.
Anne Reynolds

Out o f a membership o f approximately 600, 40
people attended.
Out o f that 40, at least 35 are
members you see at most functions; members who play
an active, supportive role in the Association.
Planning and executing a fundraiser takes hard
work and commitment on the part o f the people working
on the event, but it all becomes worthwhile when there
is support from the general membership.
Roberta Majewski

Picnic
Some planned outings this summer got lost in the
fog but not the annual Point picnic on June 27th. Many
walkers along Washington Street stop to breathe in the
beauty o f Anne Reynold’s garden. Our picnic is an
invitation to enjoy food and fellowship in this unique
spot.
Always a special treat is welcoming new
neighbors. Thanks, Anne, for sharing your wonderful
waterfront.
Kay O ’Brien

M em bership Cocktail Party

A >lcw "Brcct>" of Wmc
The P oint A sso cia tio n ’s
Third A n n u a l Wine Tasting
H o sted by fam ou s N ew England w in e critic
D on ald B reed

Great location plus delicious food plus wonderful
guests equals a successful cocktail party. Many thanks
to Anne Cuvelier for once again hosting the Member
ship Cocktail Party at the beautiful Sanford-Covell
House on Thursday, August 15, and to everyone who
helped with the preparations and numerous details for
this always popular event.
Nancy Espersen

Sunday, Septem ber 8, 1 9 9 6
at four historic Point h om es from 4 - 6 p.m .

F e a tu rin g n e w w in es f r o m
a r o u n d th e w o rld

HISTORY AND ARCHIVES

Traditional fo o d s fr o m each region
w ill accompany the wines.
$ 2 0 per person
Tickets available by calling 849-4708 or 848-7088
or by purchasing them at A id in offs, 16 Warner St.
or Clipper Wine and Spirits, 48 Third St.

After a summer off, it is time to get back to work,
A meeting o f the History and Archives Committee is
scheduled for:
Wednesday, October 16
10 a.m.
Nina Lynette Home
87 Washington Street
(please use the Cherry Street entrance)
All are welcome!
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THE POINT ASSOCIATION OF NEWPORT
is pleased to announce a way for you to acquire an

HISTORIC MARKER
for your tom e.
(Part of tlie proceeds will benefit tte Association towards its efforts
in preservation and bcautification.|

SPECIFICATIONS
Aprox. 21” wide x 12” Eigh.
Materials:

1 /2 incE M D O wcatEcrproof signboard witE rcsin-scalcd
edges, finished witE 3 coats of sign painter’s primer and
enamel topcoat.

Haidmrc;

H oles arc prc-drillcd and EandwrougEt. coated iron nails
or brass screws arc provided.
Space is provided for up to 4 lines of Eand-paintcd letters.

C opy:
C q Jo b i s ;

WEitc background witE black lettering is most frequently
suggested. Eowcver we arc able to render a suitable colour
scEcmc to satisfy your specific needs.

—Detach and return order form below----------

O lD E l F O IM
Customer Name: _
Address:
_
TelcpEone:
__

Inl.Q im .ati.Q .n lQ....bc. placed on sign:
Line 1: ___________________________ ___________ _____ _______
Line 2: ____________________________________________________
Line 3:
________
Line 4 ____________________________________________________
Please enclose cEcck in tbc amount o f $53.50. (includes 1.1. State Tax),
payable to: O uld C olony Signmakcrs and mail to: 60 Arnold Avenue. Cranston. R.I. 02905
attn: Robert Leonard. T e l/F a x N o. (401) 781-0775

T h e G a r d e n e r ’s C « T ie r
The Secret Garden Tour
The 12th annual Secret Garden Tour o f Point
gardens held June 21-23 was, as usual, a huge success
attended by throngs o f delighted and delightful people
and hosted by an army o f volunteers.
A wet spring yielded fresh gardens to be viewed in
sunshine on a lovely, though cool, June weekend.
This fundraising event, sponsored by the
Benefactors o f the Arts, yields money to fund programs
in the arts for Aquidneck Island schoolchildren. This
years grants will be awarded soon.

A Visit to B ill and Sally M ackay’s Garden
I often miss seeing the gardens that busy weekend
o f the garden tour. So one August day, I asked to see
Bill and Sally M ackay’s garden on Thames Street. One
step beyond the gate and all I could say was, “Oh! Oh!
Oh!” as I hurried up the path.
“Verdant” is the word. Green, cool green, yellow
green, blue green, and dark, dark green plants. Green
grass, green trees. Bill and Sally have used their greens
as other gardeners use multicolors; now blending and
then contrasting texture and shades. Hollies and birch,
boxwood and cotoneasters, unified by seas o f glossy
pachysandra. Pachysandra is also used as foil to

by Anne Reynolds

separate the drifts o f many varieties o f hosta. And a
lawn as well kept as the grass courts at the Casino.
The garden is shielded from Cardines Field by a
privet hedge and a fifteen-foot-high chain-link fence.
The tallest privet I’ve ever seen is almost as tall as the
fence in back and encloses three sides o f the property.
The Mackays say that when they moved in twenty years
ago the entire property was engulfed in a thicket o f the
stuff, which they hacked back and dug out and made
into a natural looking backdrop - clipped but not
sheared.
An enomious spruce tree, which came in at 8 feet
twenty years ago, is a focal point. A sunny spot was
massed with orange daylilies, soon to be replaced with
yellows and particolors. Gardeners are never satisfied.
There are several varieties o f ferns, holly, box,
cotoneaster and a gold cypress with touches o f blue
tradascantia or white impatiens shining like jewels
against the green.
But I despair. It has to be seen.
Sally will let you look too.

Maybe Bill and

New port in Bloom
The Newport in Bloom winners have been an
nounced. Congratulations to Mary Fairman and Patty
Murphy (The W illows) for first place wins in their
categories. Other Point finalists included Jean Holihan,
Beverly Rose and Connie Heird.

B o a c l# M .C A f E

UlhenLeavin? the Point
Cometothe5outhme$t

Huntley Haus Home Day Care
Renee Huntley, Proprietor
(401) 849-9962
C PR
State Certified

Music Hall Cafe offers tastes that
no other Newport restaurant can
match... fresh seafood, prime
meats, creative vegetarian and
healthy Mexican dishes prepared
with our Southwestern flair

22 Weaver Avenue
Newport, RI 02840

Printing & Copying, Inc.
176 Broadway
Newport, RI 02840
401-849-3820 • Fax (401) 849-3880

250 l i i e f Jtreet, fleuiport 8^8-2330
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P o in t H o u ses F eatu red in
A r tist’s C urrent Work

Poimters-im-tke-M e w s

Nancy Lorentz was completely unaware o f
Newport’s Point residences until she visited her parents,
Ronald and Dottie Beerkircher, at their recently
purchased Willow Street home. “My parents had lived
in town and I thought I knew Newport, but the Point
was a wonderful surprise,” she said.
A working artist in Alexandria, Virginia, Nancy,
having always been interested in architecture, was

Donna Maytum has been elected president o f the
Newport Rotary Club. She is only the third woman
elected to the club’s highest office in its 74-year history.
Yale University announced in June the appointment
o f Richard “Chip” Benson as Dean o f its prestigious
School o f Art. Chip has been recognized as one o f the
finest photographic printers in the world.
Anita McAndrews and her daughter Kate Sweet
gave a poetry reading from Anita’s new book, La
Pampa, at the Theodore Tihansky Art Studio on
Franklin Street in August.
Flickers Arts Collaborative was the recipient o f the
1996 Governor’s Tourism Award for its work with the
creation and presentation o f Jubile Franco-Americain, a
celebration o f French-Canadian arts and culture that
takes place in Woonsocket each August.
Pointer
George Marshall, Producing Director o f Flickers,
accepted the award from Governor Lincoln Almond.
Christian Tuckerman Allen, grandson o f Terry
Johnson, graduated with distinction from St. George’s
Academy in Middletown in June and was awarded the
American Legion Auxiliary’s National President’s
Scholarship as well as being named a Rhode Island
Scholar. Perhaps you saw him this past winter shovel
ing snow at his grandmother’s Washington Street home.

immediately enchanted by our old houses. This past
June, she came to Newport as a participant in the
Outdoor Art Festival, where she displayed several o f
her charming canvases o f Point houses and gardens.
This work earned her two commissions on the Point and
a possible study o f a house on Ocean Drive.
Nancy will visit the Point again later this summer.
Her enthusiasm for Point gardens and houses is
reflected in the bright colors o f her canvases. Too, her
accurate rendition o f each house elicits an enthusiastic
response from viewers. Newport’s gallery owners are
expressing keen interest in Lorentz’s work.
Anita McAndrews

The Providence Journal featured “Keepers o f the
Rose Island Light Rent a Place in History” in a July
article. The couple being interviewed about their weeklong experience as keepers were Jon and Nanci
Mitchell, son and daughter-in-law o f Association
member and Goat Island resident Bob Mitchell.
Places on the Point have been featured by the local
media this summer.
“Mackerel Madness” was the
heading for fishermen shown on the Goat Island
Causeway in July. And an apparent shark sighting in
August brought the media to Van Zandt and Elm Street
piers in search o f a story. It still isn’t clear if it was a
shark or a sunfish, but whatever it was, it did not scare
away the swimmers from the piers.

SUNSHINE CLEANING
HOMES • APARTMENTS • OFFICES
Barbara Dennis-Bale
4% Sunshine Court, Newport, RI
1-401-848-0619

Is
Tel 401-847-5609
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Van Zandt Pier:
Few things today bring a shared smile to the faces
o f all generations, but when Van Zandt Pier is men
tioned the eyes o f Newporters, both young and old,
sparkle with fond memories o f good times spent on the
pier. Such places that draw people together, to swim,
fish or just sit and chat while admiring the beauty o f
Narragansett Bay, must be cherished and preserved.
With this in mind, the goal o f protecting the pier from
further neglect and deterioration sparked a surge o f real
philanthropic dynamism. As I have learned, it is not
unusual for such positive energy to come from the
people o f the Point - it is this spirit that makes the Point
such a wonderful place to call home.
The Friends o f Van Zandt Pier was organized this
past March in response to Councilperson Laurice
Shaw's notice in the Spring 1996 issue o f the Green
Light. In her article she asked that anyone interested in
the fate o f Van Zandt Pier contact her; through this
appeal the advocacy group was formed. Many meet
ings were held throughout the spring at the Nina Lynette
Home, options discussed, and an initial fundraiser
planned. Flyers were distributed all over the city
encouraging people to donate items for the June Tag
Sale. Notices were placed in local calendar sections
and media attention was sought. The word was out, but
never in our wildest dreams did we imagine the response
would be so tremendous. On the first day o f June, at the
Pine Street driftway, with the generous support o f
donors and volunteers, over $2000 was raised!
Another fundraiser took place on July 18th aboard
Aurora (the 101 -foot schooner with red sails new to
Newport harbor), generously donated for the evening by
IDC Charters o f Goat Island. Forty supporters came
together to sail into the sunset on Narragansett Bay.
Wine donated by Newport Vineyards was served along
with light hors d'oeuvres. Many went home with "deck
prizes" given by local businesses. The crowd enjoyed a
delightful evening and arrived at the dock satisfied,
knowing that their charitable contributions would help
revitalize a section o f our much loved neighborhood.

" it b r i n g s a s m i le *
Some have asked why raise money to fix a pier that
is city property and should be maintained by the city.
Well, as we know, Newport is fiscally strapped.
Unfortunately, Van Zandt Pier's dire need for renova
tion is not high on the priority list o f capital expendi
tures. While the city struggles to stabilize its financial
health, many o f us asked, "Why allow a pier, that has
been a happy part o f so many lives, to waste away?"
If something was not done quickly, the pier would not
only lose its charm, it would become unsafe and sully
the north end o f Newport's
otherwise picturesque
waterfront.
With the fiinds raised by the two events as well as
the dues paid by those dedicated to saving the pier (over
seventy people have become members), the group had
the means to purchase supplies.

m

mm

Cowles Mallory, Ray Havican and Ralph Weiss
hard at work on the pier

On July 20th, many industrious souls gathered in
the morning to begin the much needed improvements.

FllM TlIRE MEDIC
John Sadler
Catherine Sadler
□

On-site repair

□

S aato h es, dents

□
□

Gouges
Scuffs, scrapes

□

Broken joints

□

Chair legluing

Owners

(401) 847-7444
Fax (401) 841-0516

■

Your ship
has come in!

C

l ip p e r

Wine 6 Spirits

E ach F ranchise Independently
O wned A n d O perated
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Specializing in fine
imported & domestic
wines

48 Third Street
Newport, RI 02840
401 846-7993

Twenty-five new 2x4 and 2x6 pieces o f lumber replaced
those that were missing or rotted. Paint scrapers were
fast at work preparing the wood for a new coat o f
primer and paint. Two cement planters were anchored
into the sidewalk at the pier's entrance and filled with
colorful flowers. Van Zandt Pier is regaining its appeal,
thanks to the combined teamwork o f many enterprising
people.
N o, that is not the end o f the story! In fact the
project is just beginning. The Friends o f Van Zandt
Pier have raised about $5000 (this figure includes the
"sweat equity" o f volunteer workers) in just six months.
The momentum must continue. Future plans include
soliciting matching grants from public and private
interests and to eventually replace all the railings and
benches and to recondition the decking and concrete
areas, including the lower foundation (quite solid
despite the eroded appearance). Membership drives will
continue to be important. It is by including people in an
active alliance that the survival o f Van Zandt Pier will
be ensured to bring a smile to the faces o f the coming
generations.

T he Friends o f V an Zandt Pier

Paint the Pier
Saturday, Septem ber 7th
9 a.m.
(rain date Sunday the 8th)
Join us as w e paint the V an Zandt Pier.
Bring your o w n brush and a container for paint.
M ak e a difference!

In future issues o f the Green Light, the story o f
Van Zandt Pier will continue. Currently we are piecing
together the origins o f the pier. When and why was it
first erected? How many different designs has it had?
Any tidbits o f information that may help piece together
an Zandt Pier would be greatly
igraphs and stories o f experiences on
rircd.

For me
p information, or if you have some
facts or taloa vj ivll, contact Beth Cullen 848-2943 or
write to Friends o f Van Zandt Pier, P.O. Box 704,
Newport.
Beth Cullen
Friends o f Van Zandt Pier

Gerald W . Seigel
First Vice President - Investments
Chairman’s Council

401-849-6300 • 800-556-7008

Sm it h B a r n e y

® 23 MEMORIAL BOULEVARD
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 02840

A Member of Travelers Group

STZCIJLC J X O W Z'JiS J f m SP Z C IJIC OCCMSJOJVS
TELEPH ON E 847-1111 •

TIMOTHY & GINA BANKS
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SMITH BARNEY INC.
747 Aquidneck Avenue
Middletown, RI 02840-7223
401-846-6088 FAX

The series, P ie ce s to the P o in t Puzzle, highlights
the organizations a n d events, the “p ie c e s ” that, when
put together, make the P o in t what it is today.
The

Sp rin g

and

Summer

issues fe atu re d

two

intertwined organizations, O peration C la p b o a rd and
the O ld p o rt Association.

T h eir efforts in recognizing

a n d preserving early houses on the P o in t led to D o ris

now bears a bronze plaque as well as the NRF plaque
showing original owner and date.
One of the more important houses is the Samuel
Wliitehome Museum, at the comer o f Dennison and
Thames streets. It contains an impressive collection of
18th-century' Newport furniture, mostly Townsend and
Goddard, and is open to the public. In Portsmouth the

D u k e ’s interest in establishing the N ew port Restora

Prescott Farm complex includes the British General

tion F ou n d ation (NRF).

The Mewport Restoration Fonniiatioii

Richard Prescott’s temporary' headquarters, two small
18th-century houses (open to the public) and a working
windmill.

Much has been written and
said about the Newport
Restoration Foundation, and
how, by its formation, Doris
Duke did so much to preserve
Newport’s colonial land
scape. Since 1968, when the
first houses were selected and
rehabilitated, the number o f NRF properties has grown
to 83, o f which 76 are rental properties. Numbers do

NRF houses are maintained according to high
standards and are eagerly sought after by both
newcomers to Newport and old-timers. Speaking as a
long-time tenant I can vouch for that. In 1974 we came
to visit my sister, who had come home to Newport and
was living in a Duke house on Elm Street. The house
was charming, the city was bursting with energy, and
the prospect o f retiring here was irresistible to me. My
husband was not so sure, however, and allowed as how
we ought to rent for a year to see how we liked it.

not tell the whole story, however.
Miss Duke’s
contribution to the city is really incalculable.

By selecting appropriate houses fairly close to each
other, she gave a boost to an area and opened the eyes
of other people to the possibilities o f restoration in
houses nearby. A number o f houses were brought to
Miss Duke’s attention by the late George Weaver, who
was most knowledgeable about 18th-century houses.
Many were situated on the Point and some were moved
here. In 1988 the NRF houses were placed on the
National Register o f Historic Places, and each building

My sister introduced us to Mr. Benjamin Reed,
Executive Director o f the foundation. We put our name
in for a house on the Point, that being where I had been
bom, and sure enough, in 1977 everydhing fell into
place. We had many conversations with Ben Reed, but
absolutely nothing in writing. Nevertheless, we sold our
house in New Jersey, put our belongings on a moving
van and arrived. We had been given a key, and there
was “our” house, which we had last seen undergoing
massive reconstruction, all ready for us. About three
months later we signed our first one-year lease. It is
now 1996 and we are still most happy here. At home
on the comer o f W alnut and Second.
Rowan Howard

kifchcn pot-pourri
Sandra C rane • P ro p rieto r
E U p S - p r K tr J fm jio r f'

S46 -o zzS

4 2 W est M ain R oad, M iddletow n, R I 0 2 8 4 2

Tel: 401 847 5880 • Fax: 401 849 4770
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A Work in. P rogress - Another New Home
When asked about their renovation project at 45
Third Street, new homeowners Donna O ’Brien and
Andy McKay start their tale with the words, “We didn’t
plan on doing this much . . . ” To many Point residents
these are familiar words. Welcome to the “club,”
Donna and Andy. With the preponderance o f old homes
in this neighborhood Pointers certainly know what
you’re talking about! S>mipathy abounds!
Donna, a nurse who hails from Boston, met Andy, a
lawyer from N ew York, while mustering out o f the
Navy here in Newport. Donna and Andy’s first home
was an apartment on Washington Street. As they
commuted up Third Street every morning, they fell in
love with the big, red, c. 1850 colonial house located
across the comer from the Walnut Market. When the
house came on the market, they took the plunge.
Initially they decided that a good coat o f paint was
all the house needed. The story starts to sound familiar
from this point on . . , outside a good look revealed the
need for a new roof Then, a lot o f new siding, many
repairs and finally this summer, a new coat o f paint.
Inside, a decision to upgrade the existing kitchen led to

R e s e a r c h i n g Historic H o m e s M a d e Easier

As the press reported earlier this summer, informa
tion about 1,500 homes and historic sites in the
Newport National Historic District (which covers the
Point and the Hill) has been computerized. Work is
now underway, and funds exist, to bring data about
2,000 more properties in other areas o f Newport, such
as the Top o f the Hill and Ochre Point, into the data
base as well.

THE DOMINO EFFECT. The small kitchen was
located next to a ballroom-sized bath. If Donna and
Andy just took one wall down, they could enlarge the
kitchen and still have room for a bath. When the first
wall came down, it became apparent that if the next
wall was also taken down they could still fit in a
bathroom and gain a mud room . . . like dominos, soon
all the walls on the first floor came down. Donna and
Andy replaced load bearing walls with steel beams and
an open floor plan was developed. Now, more than a
year later, the “kitchen upgrade” nears completion.
Donna and Andy, with the help o f Donna’s father
and brother and some very good friends, have tackled
almost every project themselves. Andy readily admits
that they’ve been in over their heads a couple o f times.
He also said that a lack o f long-term planning has
forced them to redo several projects. The finished
product, however, does not reflect any confusion.
Donna and Andy have managed to blend the charm o f
the old house with an interior floor plan that is truly
accommodating.
Regarding the house from the outside, Andy looks
up and says that the next big decision will be what to do
about the windows. He wonders if the project will ever
end. While all o f us on the Point wish Andy and Donna
the best o f luck in their wonderful home, it seems
inhospitable to tell them that the answer to the question
is, “No, the work never ends - and if it does, then it is
time to start over.”
Peggy Comfort

This work, a joint project o f the Newport
Preservation Alliance and the Newport Historical
Society, benefited tremendously this summer from the
input o f Dorma Seligman, a visiting student at Salve
Regina University. For an independent study project,
she worked to make the computer database “userfriendly,” which means it will be simpler for the rest o f
us to get the infonnation we want.
When the system is operational, an individual who
has questions about a particular house or building will
access the information from a computer in the planning
and zoning office at City Hall, instead o f pouring over
musty records stored there. This should be o f real value
to those applying to the City’s Historic District
Commission, as well as to anyone investigating the
history o f his/her house.
Ruth Shor
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B ea Q * u U

.W.'S SEA
EAGR 1 &
OYSTER A
Open for Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and
Sunday Brunch.
Fresh Seafood, Daily Specials,
Early Bird Dinners,
Great Views
and The Best Service in the Area I!
Call 849-7788
For Reservations or more Information
Located in the Newport Marriott Hotel

W hile W alking on th e Point by Kay O’Brien
With the Green Light publication dates following
the three month cycle o f the seasons, these observations
reflect the theme, what a difference a season makes,
from the bleak wintry walks to the summer of seascapes
and bustling activities. Friendly people and colorful
plants abound, but during summer the Bay does top the
list of special attractions. Boats o f all kinds are every
where and rides are available on the jaunty red feriy' to
Jamestown and on catamarans and schooners. Names
now familiar and shapes recognizable are Flyer, Rum

Runner 11, Madeline, Adirondack, Aurora, Amazing
Grace, and on and on. However, all are eclipsed when
the QE2 drops anchor offshore. Residents and visitors
alike enjoy Storer and Battery parks, where they can
snack, soak up the sun, walk their dog, or wait for
sunset. Fall will soon begin its transition with shorter
days as cold approaches. Boats will disappear slowly,
then with more urgency. But living on the Point always
means a new day o f surprises. Who knows where
sights and sounds will lead walkers.

N ew Gas Light on the Block
The recent addition o f a gas light gracing the
Plumb’s circa 1765 house at 9 Pine Street looks right at
home. Walk by and see the glow from the lamp and on
the proud faces of Ralph and Sarah.

Three Strikes at the White Horse
As Brian Pelletier was repairing a gas light on the
Point, he related these recent happenings at the comer
of Farewell and Marlborough. After making a delivery'
at the Wliite Horse Tavern, a truck turned right onto
Farewell Street (going the wrong way) and to avoid
oncoming traffic tore down a section o f the Tavern’s
stone w'all. Brian responded to the urgent call to repair
the wall.
Then, road repair crervs left a can of
fluorescent paint which a car smashed, spraying orange
paint on the sidewalk and newly restored wall. Brian
was called again. Strike three came when a truck
backed into their gas light. Brian certainly keeps busy!

Poplar S tr e e t S ch o o l
An open house amiouncing the formation o f the
Poplar Street School, 61 Poplar Street, was held in
August. The pre-kindergarten school for three-, fourand five-year olds focuses on the whole child; body,
mind, soul, and spirit. For more information contact
Director and Lead Teacher Nancy Coll at 849-4722.

B o o k m o h i l e C o m in tj to t h e P o i n t
E v e r y W e d n e s d a y 4 - 4 :8 0 p.m .
26 W illo w S tr e e t

Our G reen Light
in N orth C arolina
Bill and Sheila Reardon, Point A ssociation
members from Portsmouth, cam e across an interesting
find while visiting a relative in the Blue Ridge
M ountains o f North Carolina last fall. Their cousin,
Ruth Schonerman Adam s, has converted an original
wick from the Goat Island Lighthouse into a bedside
lamp.
She is the granddaughter o f the late Capt,
George Schonerman, the last keeper o f the Goat Island
Lighthouse. Eventually the w ick w ill be given to the
Newport Historical Society, according to Mrs. Adams.

A Newport Shopping Tradition Since 1796

Colon

Of Newport

ravel

Incorporated

EST. 1796

Clothing & Accessories For Wen
Long Wharf Mall
Validated Parking
846-2180

170 S pring Street • N ew p ort, RI 0 2 8 4 0
Tel. (4 0 1 ) 8 4 9 -6 4 3 3 • Fax. (4 0 1 ) 8 4 9 -7 5 0 3
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T h e P o in t’s E ye ¥ ie w o f th e 1 9 9 6 World Yomth Sailimg C h am p ion sh ip
The Point was the place to be during the
International Yacht Racing Union (lYRU)
World Youth Sailing Championship held July
8 through the 18th.
This Olympic-style
championship was hosted by the N ew York
Yacht Club.
Forty countries sent their
national champions to compete in six sailing
disciplines: Male Single-handed in Laser
dinghies and Female Single-handed in Laser
Radial dinghies, Male Double-handed and
Female Double-handed in Laser II dinghies,
and Male Sailboard and Female Sailboard on
Mistral sailboards. The Sailboard course was
nestled between Rose Island and the Newport
Bridge, putting Pointers in the front row for
some spectacular viewing.
The Laser II
course was positioned north o f Gould Island and the Laser and Laser Radials were south o f Gould Island, outside o f
Potter’s Cove. The Laser Radial course was o f special interest to Newporters. Local sailor Annika Leerson sailed a
flawless series a big win for the US. Other US champions did not fare so well in their disciplines. The overall prize for
the best team performance went to Great Britain.

Peggy Comfort, a Pointer, and John Alofsin, o f Middletown, co-chaired this event. Dr. Robin Wallace, Newport,
was head o f the Race Committee.

Over 180 volunteers donated their time and assistance including the following
Pointers: Lyn Comfort, Emily Comfort, Dave, Frances and Chris Walker, Merritt Robinson, M.A. Moran, Leila
Jenkins, Andy Burton, Bill Doyle, Jed Pearsall, and Frannie and Bryan Babcock.
Peggy Comfort

On Goat Island
RUM RUNNER

MARINA PUB
RESTAURANT

Breakfast
Deli
Groceries
Beer
Wine
Liquor
Spectacular view of Newport from our deck.

M P-

Lunch - Dinner
Sunday Brunch
Entertainment on the Patio
Outside Patio Bar May - October

♦FREE DELIVERY^
Plenty o f parking at the Front Door.

Water Shuttle service
from Bowen’s Wharf
Free Parking

847-7600

846-2675
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Wffliani “ Leon” Mightingale
B om on the Pointer to turn 100
On February 18, 1997, the Point’s own Leon
Nightingale will join the ranks o f the NBC Today
Show’s W illard Scott Club. He will celebrate his 100th
birthday. I found out when I became a guest writer for
the Green Light and was asked to do a feature article on
this charming centenarian-to-be.
Never having met
a one-hundred-yearold person, I assumed
the intervieLv would
be tedious. W hat I
got W'as just the
opposite, Leon met
me outside Ms door
dressed in a jacket
and tie, very' much
“up” for it. I was
impressed from the
start and glad that I
had my camera. I
asked for Ms picture. He smiled and posed w'ith the
posture o f a high-power executive, then ushered me
inside and with a sharp look in his dark eyes, asked that
I be “precise” in my report.
We never sat down. I asked Mm to let me know if I
was going too fast for him. As a matter o f fact, he
speeded ahead o f me with facts.
First, he escorted me into the rumpus room of his
Bay Village apartment. With a professional demeanor,
he led me graciously from one wall plaque diploma to
another, and one class picture to another while briefing
me on his academic career. All o f the memories were
there, and he showed them to me with such pride. He
attended Callender, Potter and Mumford schools, and
Rogers High School in Newport. During the summer o f
1917 he worked at the Gladstone Hotel on Narragansett
Pier. The experience he obtained there would follow
him in his career.

Dip into Arnolds !
(for prints, pastas, framing and art supplies)

As he is now slender and slight in build, it w'as hard
to picture him in macho character as a left end football
player at East Greenwich Academy, where he
graduated. But I was duly presented with the picture of
Ms team and his aged, but well preserved class
yearbook.
His life was fiill of school spirit and
athleticism. In much more youthful times he swam the
harbor from Washington Street to Goat Island.
He spoke fervently o f education, and it became
obvious that he believed strongly in it, and that it has
been a never-ending process for him. On the other
hand, he spoke somewhat regretfully that his course of
study in dentistry at Tufts College in Boston spanned
only one year, from 1921-22, He preferred to live
outside rather than inside the mouth.
But we
established some kinship as I went on to share my parttime vocation o f dental assisting with him.
He spoke proudly o f his family - especially his
deceased wife, who had been head nurse at Memorial
Sioan-Kettering Hospital in New York City, He met
her when he was in the Armed Forces at Fort Dix, and
the greater part o f their married life was spent in New
York City. They had a daughter who is retired from
Citibank, New York, and a granddaughter who is
pursuing a Ph.D. from Columbia University, and a son.
Prior to that, Nightingale was intending to visit his
father’s sister in Long Island when he ended up in
Manhattan at the YM CA looking for a room. There he
met Hamilton Bradley, his closest friend, who worked
for the subway and who got him a steady job as a night
auditor in a hotel on East 52nd Street. He calls Martin
Bradley, Hamilton’s son and a 1957 graduate o f West
Point Academy, his adopted godson.
After Leon retired in his seventies, he attended
Fordham University to become a probation officer, but
dropped the idea after finding out that he would have to
work for a year without compensation. Ironically, that

CLt®S. SCXXrt
FAMILY P F m m .
BFt7K 2AYS. ANO MANY ikC m EVEHTS, T
JiNADAYPrBMmray
WE EVEN PUT
P>OTC6 C»i
SV8RTS 6
CAPS
TSHSatS
IN A
ASLSTTLEAS
OMESHIST
OR AS MANY
ASYtXl

ARNOLD ART STORE
& GALLERY
210 Thames St. Newport —,847-2273
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-SHIRTS PRINTED
IN A DAY
65 Dr. MARCUS WHEATLAND Blvd.
NEWPORT
4 0 1 -8 4 6 -0 2 9 4

dream has been realized by his great grandson, who is
in law enforcement in New York City. Leon is very
pleased about it.
After a while, he suggested taking a drive and
showing me around the Point where he was brought up.
He was bom and grew up on Maitland Court where
the neighbors had a piano and they’d sing for hours.
The musical interest won him a place in St. John’s choir
as a boy soprano. He used to walk down Pine Street to
Washington Street where he made an obligatory stop at
Battery Park. I learned that there was a candy stand
there in very early times, and that a tennis court filled
the spot where modem condos have since been erected.
I was enjoying every minute o f nostalgia.
He doesn’t care for most television programs today,
but will watch “Wheel o f Fortune” and “Jeopardy.”
However, he doesn’t try to solve the puzzles. He cited
another one o f today’s pitfalls the buses that he used to
be able to take everywhere in Newport, and complains
that the service is not that good anymore. He did reveal
that his Saturday outings on the bus are to McDonald’s
in Wakefield, where everybody knows him, and he has a
bran muffin and all the coffee he can drink. All in all,
he enjoys life.
W e talked about how rapidly life changes, and that
seemed to sadden him. When I asked him what the
proudest moment o f his life was, he alluded to having
completed a course in physiology at Columbia
University, once again in his seventy-somethings, and
came out on top o f the class with a mark o f A+. He
described him self as having endless “drive.” That drive
hasn’t stopped him yet, proven in his walk that was
sometimes a hair ahead o f me.

H o u ses and H earts O pened
to B ritish Choir
“It was a great joy,” says Mary Jane Rodman,
Point resident, speaking o f her experience as hostess
and chairman o f housing for members o f England’s
Wells Cathedral Choir, which visited Newport this
summer, singing at St. John’s Church on Washington
Street. “We had more than enough offers o f homes for
the 18 boys and 12 men,” Mary Jane said.
She spoke o f the need o f the younger boys to room
together. There was one last minute hitch when good
friends changed overnight to not-so-good friends, but
arrangements were shifted and all was well again.
Rodman, the grandmother o f five granddaughters,
was captivated by the younger boys. “They played
Monopoly with such enthusiasm I thought they’d never
leave,” she said.
Her job included problems o f
transportation and food preferences within the group there were two vegetarians.
“The host families were wonderful,” Rodman said.
Among the Point families offering hospitality were the
Goddards who opened their guest house to six adult
choristers. “They liked beer and cookies best,” Hope
Goddard said, remarking also about the overall courtesy
and good humor o f the group.
“We will do it again next year,” Mary Jane said.
“The choir is magnificent. And just as rewarding is the
way the whole neighborhood worked together, opening
not only their houses but their hearts.”
Anita McAndrews

Eating healthy and getting lots o f sleep are the
secrets o f his longevity. He retires at 9:00 p.m, wakes
at 6:00 a.m. and naps during the day. He also claims to
do forty push-ups every day at 6:00 p.m.

lumbiine
R e s ta u ra n t

A little restless, but certainly not reckless, he may
have wanted more out o f his life. Then I realized that
he probably did, and that I had found a soulmate.
Laura Osbome

Serving full menu Nite & Day
plus blackboard seasonal specials.
Micro brews on tap.

BILL DEL NERO CLEAN ERS
AND LAUNDRY INC.
11 FAREWELL ST., NEWPORT, R.l.
THOMAS C. BENISCH
WILLIAM F. BENISCH I
Production M anagers

The H istoric Point’s O ldest &
very o w n R e sta u ra n t & Tavern.

(401) 847-6800

Monday & Tuesday Night Specials.
Dinner / wine for two
w/ wine $19.95, w/o wine $14.95.
62 Bridge Street • Newport • 849-6950
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From C ouncilor Laurice Skaw
The summer certainly seemed to slip away this

year.

It started with many Council budget work

sessions, public meetings, and finally, adoption o f the
budget. The steam felt in some o f those meetings
wasn’t due to the temperatures outside, that’s for sure.
It stemmed from the understandable frustration,
confusion and anger at watching taxes go up yet again
in the wake o f City Manager Mike M allinoffs
discovery o f deep-rooted, questionable accounting
practices, and unfunded pension liabilities.
Many o f you were among the angry and frustrated,
but what can you do about the situation that will have
some meaning and effect? How can you change the
system both at City Hall and the State House so the
vicious cycle that is taxing the vitality out o f our
community is stopped or at least slowed down? The
answer to those questions may well be partially
answered by an endeavor recently undertaken by
C.O.N.G.O., a coalition o f local grassroots groups - a
voter initiative.
A voter initiative, a process guaranteed to us by our
city charter, enables the people to put issues and
ordinances on the ballot when elected officials have not
been willing to act. It’s essentially a tool o f last resort
and an important part o f the “checks and balances”
built into government. This C.O.N.G.O. voter initiative

seeks to put three questions or referenda on the ballot as
a public opinion poll to galvanize public debate and
action. You have listened to people talk about new
taxes and school formulas for years. N ow it’s time to
DO something.
The questions are as follows:
1.

Shall the City o f Newport levy a tax on
alcoholic beverages from May to October if and
only if such tax shall be retained entirely by the
City and used for capital improvements?

2.

Shall the City o f Newport request that the State
school aid formulas (Operations Aid Ratio and
Conventional Public Housing Aid) be changed
because the current formulas unfairly penalize
the City o f Newport?

3 . Shall the City o f Newport institute a differential
tax equation that will enable different tax rates
to be levied on homeowners, businesses, and
vehicles?
The most important part o f the question about the
beverage tax is the “i f and only i f ’ part. The room tax
is a perfect example o f how we lose out in the end when
we relinquish control to the State. Newport generates
$2 million in bed tax and only gets 20% o f that, all o f
which we have chosen to dedicate to police and fire

IP

BUCCI’S COMBINATION STORE
L iq u o r, G rocery a n d V ideos
3 THAMES STREET

NATURAL SPRING WATER

Crystal Spring home delivery service
is the easy, convenient way
to keep your family supplied
with pure, refreshing spring water.

NEWPORT, R.I. 02840

PHONE 847-0035

ANTHONY BUCCI

For details about our
special introductory offer, call

IMPORTED FRENCH LACE • CURTAINS AND GIFTS FROM FRANCE

846-0916

78 Thames Street, Newport

The Shop for French Country Living

846-3636
Hours: Monday through Saturday 10-5:30, Sunday 12-5
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pensions.

I would oppose any tax that was not

controlled by the City.

The question regarding school aid formulas may
already be moving ahead in the Legislature. It’s about
time. Newport has been getting about 20 cents on the
dollar reimbursement for education costs while other
communities with large populations o f children from
public housing have been getting about 60 cents. This
is a gross simplification of a complex issue but one that
needs your attention. Support of this question will only
reaffirm the need for a better formula if the State is
indeed moving on this issue.
The tax differential issue is pretty basic. Other
communities such as Providence, Burrillville, and
Pawtucket have already received State approval to
charge different tax rates to different t>'pes of property.
There are no set rules - it does not necessarily mean that
businesses will pay a higher rate than homeowmers. It
will be up to Newport to decide if and how rates may
vary. Obviously a thoroughly studied plan will be
required.
Please consider supporting the voter initiative.

paint, planters, carpentry, funds raised and fun have all
been accomplished.
Anyone interested in gathering a group o f “Friends
o f Hunter Playfield” please give me a call because we
are trying to get something going there.
Lastly, if anyone out there is interested in
volunteering on a city board or com m ission, at the time
o f this writing, w e need help in the following areas;
Harbor Management Plan Sub-Comm ittee o f the
Waterfront Com m ission, Historic District Commission,
a soon to be revised Keep N ew port Clean Commission,
and the N ew port Cultural Com m ission. Please contact
me or the M ayor’s O ffice for an application.

t«£
m

^SOUP

If

you w ould like more information or wouid like to
circulate a petition please call me at 848-9451.
Other news from the First Ward includes great
work done by the Friends o f Van Zandt Pier. Fresh
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(401) 049-62SO

riL0CAT£O W N cw POCT'S
'H is to r ic P o in t
AT T H £ CORN€R OF

WM-NUT &. T «KD

Phone

Address
N ew M ember

Renewal

I w ould like to be active in the follow ing areas:
Fundraising Events
A ctivities & P rogram s
B eautification _
_ M em bership_____
Green L ig h t S ta ff _____ History & Archives _
Publicity
Phone Committee ______ Plant S a le
Potluck Supper
D ues; Please make checks payable to The Point Association
Individual
Fam ily

$7.00
$ 10.00

Sustaining
Patron

$ 15.00
$ 2 5,00

M em bership y ear runs fro m O ctober 1 through September 30

M ail to : T he P oint A ssociation, P.O . Box 4 91, N ew p ort, R I 0 2 8 4 0
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For Free Delivery Call 846-7000
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