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Ye are indebted to Herb Rommel for all
the photos in this issue,

Copies of the Green Light
may be purchased for $1.00
at Bucci's Convenience Store,
Poplar and Thames Streets.
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

1t has been & very busy Fall. I would like to thank Brenda
Gordon again for her efforts in organizing and chaiving our Meet
the Candidates Night. The program went very well and was a
significant contribution toward an informed electorate,

The biggest news was the City Council's agreement with the
owners of the shipyard property on Washington Street. The owners
have agreed to take steps leading to a "structured foreclosure”
sale in exchange for the ity guaranteed minimum bid of 8.3
million dollasrs. This doesn’t guasvrantee that the City will win,
only that it will start out at a bid that is acceptable to the
bank and the current owners. A comprehensive environmental
evaluation of the property for potential hazardous materizls must
be completed before the auction can take place, so it will
probably be three to four months before the sale occurs.

You have all seen the ness at the connector road and Goat
Island causeway. Thev expect to be finished in January, but they
have until early Spring if necessarv. They are reguired ito
veplace all plant materials with egual or better materials and to
leave the area completely restored. We have "before"” pictures
and we have been assured they will consult with us during the
reconstruction, We were unable to have the path avoid the cornerx
of Storer Park because the space under the causeway and through
the edge of the shipvard is already congested with Vvarious buried
utilities. We were, however, able to keep them from using the
rest of the Park as a2 staging area,

Happy holidays!
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Welcome to the following new members:

Theodore Bozyan

Lynn & Maurice de Lavalette
Virginia & Richard Flinchbaugh
Kathryn Galvin

Ruth Glucksman

Mrs. Charles Jesting

Alan & Dee Kent

Saralyn Kessler

Deborah & Ronald Kutrieb
Mrs, Robert Lord

Genevieve Mathison

Kevin O'Connor

Dorothy Phillips

Louise May Sherman

Your membership expiration date is on th
mailing label of your Green Light. Dues
are now due for the period 1%89-193%G. T
am pleased to report that over 70% of the
membership have paid their dues through
September, 1990.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if
you have a gquestion regarding vour
membership.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Roberta M. Majewski
Membership Chair
846-6194

CANDIDATE'S NIGHT

A forum of the candidates running for
the Newport City Council was held at St.
Paul’s Church on Thursday evening, Oct-
ober 12. Brenda Gordon presided. A
series of questions, with the candidates’
answers, had been preparved in advance,
and copies were given to members of the
audience as they assembled.

A short speech by each candidate was
followed by a lively question and answer
period. The event was well attended, and
the audience seemed to feel that light
had been thrown on some of the questions
that are coming up to face our future
Council.

GENERAL MEETING

A meeting of the Point Association
was held at St. Paul’'s on Thursday, Octo-
ber 19th. Many membership renewals were
received as well as some new members. The
new slate of officers was elected after
being presented by Donna Maytum, chair of
the nominating committee. They are:

First Vice-president: MarvLynn Rooke

Treasurer: John Howard

Recording secretary: Domna Flvon...
and Bremda Gordon to fill the expiring

term of Roberta Majewski as Second Vice-
president.

PRESSURE POINTS

Recently, the Daily News asked for
comments on tourism which we thoroughly
enjoyed reading. Now that we have pass-
ed through another summer, let's "accen-
tuate the positive” about it.

The Point looked beautiful. Our parks
locked great --- neatly trimmed grass,
bright flowers, attractive trash contain-
ers, new park benches and, always, our
wonderful view of the Bay. Many caring
neighbors lent s hand, and Mr. Gurney of
the Parks and Recreation Department was
alert and on-the~job. Thanks to evervone
for an excellent community spirit!

Thanks go to our Point Association
Committees. Do vour part and join one.

CLEAN-UP COMMITTEE: Takes responsi-
bility for keeping seven parks clean
(Storer, Battery, Martins, Ellery/Liberty
Tree, Arncld, Bridge St. Playground and
Hunter Field). This activity is done once
or twice a week. Future goals are to ex-
pand activities to include block moni-
tors, adopt-a-park, publicity/posters,
prizes and school talks.

Chair: Phil Burnett, 847-0925



BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE: The pur-
pose of this Committee is to incorporate
flowers and trees into the quality of
life on the Point and to encourage resi-
dents to garden. The Committee plants and
cares for their plantings at the parks.
Members alsoc help with the Plant Sale in
May.

Chair: Mary Rommel, 847-7779

PARKING COMMITTEE: Sticker parking
was in place and congratulations are in
order for a job superbly done. Residents
did their part, especially in using their
guest passes. The City did its part by
actively ticketing snd enforcing the
Ordinance. Thanks again to all,

Chair: Marylynn Roocke, 846-6849

As you settle in for a peaceful win-
ter, it's a good time to reflect on how
you will devote your time and talent to
future issues that develop. Keep your
eves and ears open and your voices heard!

WASHINGTON STREET CONSTRUCTION

Two recent developments have raised
questions for future traffic patterns on
the Point.

With construction in process through
December at the Causeway and Washington
Street, the Point is exXperiencing limited
one~way traffic on Washington Street,

This construction time is a good
test period. Would closing off the Point
at the Causeway improve the traffic/park-
ing situation on the lower Point? Should
traffic be directed one-way into the
City?

If you have concerns/opinions con-
tact our Councilman, Jack Crowley.

"VAN ZANDT BRIDGE IS PALLING DOEN,
FALLIRG DOWN®

The deterioration of the Van Zandt
Bridge is another concern. The Department
of Transportation (DOT) has set a new
weight limit of 4 tons. City Manager
Edwards requested that the DOT replace
the bridge. The immediate concern is
whether the new weight restriction will
curtail use of the bridge by fire trucks
and school busses.

UNSAFE. PASS AT YOUR OWH RISKE

How sad it is to see that sign on
the Elm Street Pier. Whatever happensd o
the money that was in the city budget to
repair the pilings?

Next it will be no swimming. When
the CSO Facility is operational, our S8
water quality will be a thing of the
past.

Liz Bermendsy



CHRISTMAS ON THE POINT - 1989

*Dec.12 Giant Gingerbread House Tour and
01d Colony Railroad Ride. Newport
Marriott. Admission: Donation of
non-perishable food for local

’ charity. 1-4 p.m. Tel. 849~1000

*Dec,.13 Christmas Open House and Art
Show Newport Naval War College
Museum Coasters Harbor Island,
Newport Naval Base. Free
admission.

1-3 p.m. Tel. 841-4052

*Dec.15 A Night of Christmas Music, St.
Paul's Methodist Church, 12 Marl-
borough St. 7:30 p.m. Free-will
offering.

*Dec,17 Holly Tea in the 18th Century
Manner. St. Paul's Methodist
Church. 3-5:30 p.m. Donation
$1.50. (See details on page b ).

Dec.18 Carcls on the Point. Carollers
meet at 13 Braman St. at 6:45
p.m. {(See details on pageld).

#*Dec.23 Re-enactment of Colonel S.
Freebody's "Turtle Frolic" of
Dec. 23, 1752. Sheraton Islander
Inn, Goat Island. 18th century
cuisine, English Countrv Dancing.
5:30 p.m Adults $21. Children
$10. Tel. 849-2000

Dec.24 Midnight Mass, St. John the Evan-
gelist Church, Washington Street
at Willow. Service begins at 11
p.m. preceded by a sextet of male
voices at 10:30 p.m.

#*Dec.26 Hunter House, 34 Washington
Street, open 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Admission $4.50 Children $2.50.
Tel. 847-1000

#Dec.27 Hunter House open (see Dec. 26).
Candlelight House Tour of 18th
and 19th century private homes.
3:30-6:30 p.m. Admission $2.50
per house, Tel. 847-0363

#Dec.28 Hunter House open {see Dec. 26).
Candlelight House Tour continues
(see Dec. 27).

#Dec.29 Hunter House open (see Dec. 26)
Judging of Doorway Contest by
Island Garden Club. (See details
on page /§ ).

* A4 "Christmas in Newport" event.

il

THE HOLLY TEA

Sunday, Dec. 17th - 3-5:30 p.m.

This is particularly for Pointers
and their friends. Take time out from
busy Christmas preparations to relax and
enjoy a delicious cup of tea with all the
good breads and cakes prepared by our
expert cooks.

St. Paul's meeting room has been ex-
pertly redecorated; it is inviting even
before it is tramnsformed to the 18th cen-
tury atmosphere.

1f you would like to wear a Colonial
costume and help, call 847-0563.

Gourmet - To - Go - Foods
Cooking Classes - Enroll NOW!

Scanpan® 2001
THE FIRST COMPLETELY NON-STICK COOKWARE
GUARANTEED TO LAST A LIFETIME

SAFE TO USE METAL UTENSILS

only at

Carol’ ﬁurmay \g"}zll’{y

I Casino Terrace 847-3024

(Between Harvest Foods and Newport Hardware)
Free gift wrapping we will ship

Knowledge, Service & Top Quality Cookware
Mondey - Saturday 10 amt - G pm




A CHRISTMAS STORY

In Octcber of 1948 my mother died of
cancer at the age of 27. It was one of
her wishes that my father buy me a doll-
house for Christmas. That first Christmas
came and went, and the dollhouse was not
under the tree.

The following Octeober, when I was
five vears old, I became ill with polio
and spent several weeks in the hospital.
A beautiful dollhouse appeared under the
tree on Christmas morning. I loved and
cherished this special toy and carefully
preserved it for my children.

In 1969 we moved out of state and
rented our home. We locked personal valu-
ables in our basement storage including
my dollhouse. The renters moved out with-
out giving us notice and took everything
with them. I was devastated to think that
my dollhouse was gone.

1 managed to trace and find out
where the tenants had moved. When I
called to inguire about my dollhouse,
their response was a curt "we sold it"
and the slamming down of the phome. Again
1 was devastated. I was not eware of or
didn't think about legal action. I was
grieving my loss. I spent the next 18
years looking in amtique stores and at
garage sales, hoping to find my dollhouse
or at least one like it.

In the Spring of 1988, we drove to
Newport News, Virginia, to visit our
daughter. While browsing in sn antique
shop, I went into a small room, and there
it was...a dollhouse exactly like mine.
My mouth went dry, and my cheeks were wet
with tears. Childhood memories came
flooding back. I ran my hand over the
roof and opened the hinged front door.

I let my fingers walk up the stairway. I
recalled where every piece of furniture
was once placed. There was no price on

the dollhouse, which was just as well as

our budget was down to our last 20 dol-
ars.

My son-in-law came loocking for me.
The look on my face called for an explan-
tion, and T walked David back through my
story of the dollhouse. The following
September, David returned to the "doll~
house"” antique store and negotiated and
‘renegotiated the price of the dollhouse.
On Christmas morning, he presented the
dolihouse to me. Tears of joy flowed the
entire day. It had taken 19 vears to come
back to me, but the joyv I felt will last
g lifetime.

My mother could never have gnticipa-
ted that I would receive my preciocus
dollhouse for Christmas twice, or could
she?

Lorraine Warmer
Petoskey, Michigan

Rote: The author asks if any reader has
any RENWALL FURNITURE to sell {(or any
knowledge as to where some may be obtain-
ed). If so, please let the Editor of the
Green Light know. Mrs. Warner hopes to
restore and refurnish the dollhouse ex-
actly as it was.

Colonial Travel Inc
204 Thames Street
Newport, R1.

@ 02840
401-849-6433
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BOOK REVIEW

Captain Robert Gray in the Pacific
Northwest by Captain Francis Cross
and Colonel Charles Parkin Jr.

In the winter when davlight is
short, when wind and rain keep us in-
doors, we really need a warm fire and an
absorbing book. Such a book is Captain
Robert Gray im the Pacific Northwest. The
Captain was born in Tiverton, R.I. in
1755, and must have rowed or sailed about
the Seaconnet River, south by Sandy Point
and back along the Agquidneck Island
shore. I like to think that he followed
that shore closely, discovering little
bights and beaches, studying tides, cur-
rents, rocks, reefs and the courses of
winds. This was a learning experience
that became the very core of his later
success in exploring the northwest coast
of North America.

No record exists telling of Gray's
invoivement with the Revolution. Perhaps
he was a privateer, harrving the British
Royal Navy, meanwhile gaining much know-
ledge of the Atlantic Ocean. In 1787 he
was named captain of the sloop “Lady
Washington", to undertake a five-vear
trip around the Horm, to sail up the
South American coast to the Pacific
Horthwest. The commander of this voyage
was Captain John Hendrick, of the ship
"Columbia”. Hendrick is remembered for
rather too many poor decisions.

The object of the carefully planned
endeavor was to engage in the fur trade
with the Indians, exchanging cutting
tools (knives, chisels, etc.) for the
rich furs of the sea otter. When either
ship became fully loaded, it was to sail
via the Sandwich Islands to China, where
the furs brought high payment. The ships
could then load up with silks, tea, por-
celain and spices to return to America by
rounding the Cape of Good Hope. Or they
could go back to the northwest coast and
do it all over again.

At this time the United States, with
the Revolution behind her, began to res-
lize that an almost unlimited expanse of
land and sea lay to the west. The wise
forefathers of the Nation, as well as
politicians end astute merchants, saw
great possibilities far beyong the exist-
ing limits of the continent. The expedi-
tion of "Columbia® and "Washington” (the

"Lady" had been dropped) was an early en-
deavor of this sort. Boston merchants
underwrote it generously, and financial
success deemed sure.

From diaries, journals,and letters
home, the incredible and entrancing tale
of this vovage is spelled out. The long
sail past the Spanish claims covering so
such of the California coast was safely
accomplished. By the time the Captain
reached what is now the San Francisco
area, his crew was pearly starved. Fear
of hostile Indians was ever present, s0
that making 2 landing was precarious,

Captain Gray is revealed as an ex-
tremely wise and practical officer.
Searching out openings in the coastline,
he sailed into those unknown harbors,
recognizing sand bars, reefs and rocks;
and signs of Indian occupation. He found
safe meorings or he retreated,

He provided time for his crew to go
ashore to pick nourishing greens and veg-~
etables, to shoot game, and above 21l to
rest. He traded with the Indians continu-
ally. Serious skirmishes toock place
occasionally. When a suitable sheltered
beach was found he careened the ship to
scrub the weed off her bottom. They made
necessary repairs, cut new sails, stocked
up on fresh logs for future spars.

They sailed on up that beautiful un-
touched coast, charting the islands, the
mountain peaks, the river entrances, all
the time collecting the sea otter furs.
They discovered the Columbia River,
naming it for the flagship., They reached
the Queen Charlotte Islands and Vancouver
Iisland. This is a truly wonderful book
and 1T uwrge vou to read it,

Esther Fisher Benson

Repairing
86 Thames Street, Newport, R1. 02840
' Tel (401}847.5277

George H. Koulouvardis

& Craftsmanship








































