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CALENDAR
Saturday, August 22 - POINT FAIR,
Storer Park

Friday, September 25 - Membership
Cocktail Party, Newport Yacht Club

Thursday, October 1 - Candidate's
Night, St. Paul's Church

Thursday, October 15 - Annual Meeting
of Point Association, St. Paul's
Church, 7:30 p.m.

Extra copies of the Green Light
may be purchased at Third Street
Liquors, 48 Third St. for $1.00.
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President's Message

The Point Fair is THE Association event that we look forward to
all year long. For the second time, the fair will be held in Storer Park,
and we're keeping our fingers crossed for fine weather. It's a time
when we welcome not only our membership, but neighbors and summer visitors,
to share a day on The Point with us.

And speaking of neighbors, in conjunction with several other neighbor-—
hood groups, we have voiced our concerns about the proposed Newport
Circulator Road. We have been mutually supported and strengthened by such
area organizations as the Swamp Association, headed by George Loftus; the
Easton's Beach and Pond Association, whose chairman is Charlotte Simons:
and the Easton's Point Association headed by Thomas L. Cook. Most signifi-
cant has been the number of people (well over 730) who have signed our
petition for a moratorium on the Circulator Road, and the fact that all of
the Point businesses have signed a petition stating their opposition to the
D.0.T. plans. More than 200 pecple came to the workshop at City Hall run
by D.0.T.; most expressed their concerns in no uncertain terms. However,
"it aint over till it's over", and more hearings will be coming up, with
more support from the membership needed in the future. Since the City
Council remains the most influential instrument for change within the city,
it behooves us to now seek Council support for our position against the
road. We owe a vote of thanks to Ade Bethune, who has so ably chaired the
Traffic Committee in these efforts.

Too, we have worked in cooperation with the Swamp Association to help
keep a waste-to-energy incinerator from being built at the site of the
present City dump. Our councilman, Jack Crowley, was successful in pushing
through an amendment to the City ordinance specifically prohibiting such
incinerators from being built within City limits.

While these are current issues, we should not forget our ongoing
commitment to the Rose Island Lighthouse Foundation and the threat of
development on Rose Island.

Perhaps most hopeful of all is an Aquidneck Island Coalition recently
formed by Save The Bay. We are sending two delegates to this group's
meetings, and will report back to the membership on the island-wide issues
which will be discussed.

With neighbors helping neighbors, we are strengthened immeasurably in
our approach to the issues that affect us all.

Meanwhile, come to the Fair! We hope it will be the best one ever!

A Yrikae

Brenda X, Gordon

Sincerely,




ASSOCIATION BOARD NOTES:

There was a suggestion that the
Neighborhood Watch be revived. There have
been several break-ins lately.

Save-The-Bay has created an Aquidneck
Island coalition to consider problems
that affect the entire island. Ann
Reynolds is the Point representative to
the group.

Repairs to the VanZandt pier were
noted.

It was suggested that we have a Can-
didates Night after the Primary. Also,
in view of the number of candidates running
for office, it was proposed that we hear
only those running from this ward and the
candidates at large.

THE POINT PICNIC

The Point Picnic was a greal success
in spite of uncooperative weather. We
missed the sunset, but everything else was
ideal. Thank you, Esther Fisher Benson,
for having us on your beautiful water-—
front; and thank you, Virginia Wood, for
making the arrangements.

LAST CHANCE

This is the last chance to sign up
as a helper for the Day on the Point Fair,
which, as you all surely know by now, is
being held at Storer Park on Saturday,
August 22nd. We can use people to cook
and/or to sell hot dogs, hamburgers, and
soda or to work at the White Elephant
table, or to help with the children'sg
games.

It is also the last chance for exhib-
itors to sign up. We presently have about
45 booths and expect several traditionally
late applicants (that's 0.K.). As a
reminder a 10 x 10 space is $30.00, a
10 x 20 space is 345.00 (tent space is
more, but no longer available as space is
sold out).

This year we have, as added attract-
ions, a demonstration of old-fashioned
gasoline engines and steam whistles, and
a juggler.

It should be a good fair, weather

cooperating. To volunteer, call George
Gordon at 847-5746.

George Gordon

Our president, Brenda Gordon, looking at the

Circulator Road proposal. {Photo by_Edie Bradley)



ASSOCIATION MEETING

The July 23rd meeting of the Associa-

tion was well attended. Many members par- BEAUTIFICATION REPORT

ticipated in the discussion of several
major concerns. President Brenda Gordon
and chairpersons of several committees
presented progress reports and explained
the status of the various concerns. Most
are presented in reports in this issue;
they include traffic, the Combined
Sewerage Overflow Station, the Connector
Road proposals, Rose Island development,
waste disposal, and litter on the Point.
We were glad to have (City Council members,
Lauret Parfet and John Crowley attend
and help with the discussion.

The Association has committees which
are monitoring and participating in these
projects, and those members who are
serving us are to be commended for their
efforts. Not enough of us are helping,
though. Members are urged to sign up to
attend hearings, act on committees, and
write letters.

Toni Ciany, former Recycling Coor-
dinator for the city of Newport, gave an
interesting talk on the recycling pro-
gram in Rhode Island and of major pro-
jects in California, Washington, New
Jersey and other states. She gave
interesting ( and astounding) statistics
about waste accumulations and problems.
Of interest to all residents is the
prospect that by Spring 1988 the state
will have recycling facilities for glass
and aluminum, besides paper. Each res-
ident will be given containers for sort-
ing materials, to be placed on curbs at
designated times.,

The Green Light staff has had excel-
lent help from Mrs. Ciany in presenting
recycling news, and we are very appreci-
ative of the good job she has done.

Kit Hammett
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We have planted three trees in Storer
Park; one is a replacement of a weeping
cherry that is a memorial to a Japanese
lady; the other two are ornamental pears,
one a memorial to James Douglas, one for
the Howiesons. I have received a good
donation for a tree in memory of Admiral
Eccles and I'11 gladly accept anymore,

We have planted all the planters in
Storer and Battery Parks with geraniums
and begonias. Our personal thanks to
Donal O'Brien, Ruth Brogga, Virginia
Wood, Annette Chramiec, Bill Fullerton,
Herb Rommel, and Myra DuValley for their
help in watering the plants and trees.
Also, thanks to Joanne Desrosiers for her
help with the Liberty Tree Park.

We will be putting in a tree for
Admiral Eccles and a bench for Jack
Martins in the park being prepared in
Jack’s memory.

I am so pleased whenever 1 ride
through the Point and see all the lovely
gardens and window boxes. We will be
judging them socon. Don't forget they must
be seen from the street,

We are sad to report the loss of a
tree in Battery Park.

Mary Rommel
Beautification Committee
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PRESSURE POINTS

The Point Area is once again suffer-
ing from its 'Summer Complaints' - traffic,
parking, noise, litter and roaming dogs!

Once again, lack of enforcement is
the key issue, and in order to help our
Police officials do their job, we can call
847-1212 to inform them of our concerns.

STOP SIGN AT CAUSEWAY AND WASHINGTON STREET

CIRCULATOR ROAD

Mr. Jerry Seigel is asking for support
to emphasize the need for a four-way stop
sign (or light) at this dangerous inter-
section. Our traffic committee suggested
the need for this, but it was overlooked.
With the anticipated increase in traffic
due to the major new developments planned
for this area, the hazard at this major
intersection will increase. Calls and
letters in support of this important
decision will help,

DOGS! DOG! DOGS!

As responsible dog owners, please do
your part to help keep the Point clean,and
purchase a Pooper-Scooper! (Aquidneck
Kennels, $10-15 price range). Let's also
be conscientious about obeying the leash
lawl

¢ :; ’
=
For All Your
Picture Framing
ARNOLD ART STORE
& CALLERY 210 Thames 51., Newport

847-2273
ESTABLISHED 1870

Every business on the Point signed
the petition for business people against
the Circulator Road. Also there were over
675 signatures on the citizens' petition.

COMBINED SEWER OVERFLOW (CSO)

This topic has come up often in
recent years because the condition of
Long Wharf after a bad storm clogs the
sewer drains. We found there were to
be two large brick buildings to go up at
Washington and Marsh Streets. There was
much protest because of their height and
because brick buildings do not conform to
the architectural atmosphere of the area.
As a result of the protests, the build-
ings were redesigned to be less high and
to be built of wood finished with shin~
gles. Gerald Seigel has been handling
this matter for the Point. There is
still a gquestion as to where the over-
flow will be released. The present plan
calls for an area beneath the Causeway
to Goat Island.

Liz Bermender

LETTER FROM TONI PETERS:

The Point Association has asked that
I research the reality of saving some of
our specimen trees on the Point. Other
communities have tree ordinances, but
Newport has none. If you have any
suggestions, please call

\@m QZ/“M«-— 2599262
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FRANCIS E. SHAFFELL
Prop.




SECRET GARDENS TOUR

The Benefactors of the Arts would
like to thank the residents of the Foint
who opened their lovely gardens for the
very successful ""Secret Gardens Tour'.
People came especially for the tour as
far away as Maine and Pennsylvania.

This year the weather cooperated and that
helped a lot. The gardens on the tour
were those of Carocl Cummins, June Warren,
Mary Riggs, Nat Norris, Father Henry
Turnbull, the Hunter House and the
Preservation Society headquarters on Mill
Street. Also on the tour were the gardens
of Myra DuValley, Herb Rommel, Frank
Shickey, the Nina Lynette Home, Hope
Goddard, Ilsa Nesbitt, Ruth Brogan, Phil
Burnett, Joe Vars, Bob Massey and Tony
Peters. A special thank vou to Mary
Riggs and Bob Massey for allowing us to
have their houses on the tour, and to
Virginia Wood for the use of her garden
for the tea, We would also like to

thank all the hostesses who so graciously
gave of their time to make the tour such

a success. e gl B
This stylish "scarecrow" surprised
The Benefactors of the Arts will now visitors to the garden at the Nina
be able to bring concerts to the stu- Lynette Home!
dents of Aquidneck Island and Jamestown
schools. HE8883E

Mary Hein Rommel

Chairman, Secret Gardens Tour
‘Doreen Krantz

Chairman of Hostesses On September 5, we will drive out of
Sunshine Court for the last time. After

16 years in Newport, we are moving again -

this time, to Arizona.

Dear Friends:

Twelve years ago, Eleanor Weaver
introduced us to the Point Association,
and we certainly are glad that she did.
LAMP WORKS We have made many friends here in the
626 LoweST THAMES ST., neighborhood, and have found a home on
NEWPORT, R1 02840 the Point. Now, though, it is time to
move on.

Goodbye to you all.
Ve, 12obngy

o
Dour & VMR on

8770'Athens Street
Peoria, Arizona 85345

Reluctantly we say goodbye to Dave

RESTORED ANTIQUR FIXTURES, and Vickie who have both contributed much
REPAIR SERVICE to Point activities: Dave, as president
(401) 847-0966 and editor of The Green Light, and Vickie

for her nice sketches. We will miss you
both and we send with you all best wishes
for happiness in your new residence.



GOAT ISLAND - MANY YEARS AGO

Goat Island had other uses before it
became the home of the Navy Torpedo
Station. Before 1861, it was little more
than a piece of waste land. Its only
function was acting as the location of a
lighthouse. Until the dwelling for the
lighthouse keeper was built on the break-
water, it was located at the extreme
northern end of the island.

The island contained the remains of
the old fortifications connected with Fort
Walcott ~ with a redoubt and powder maga-
zine about midway in the island. The only
other building was a barracks built years
before and occupied by Sergeant Morrison,
an. aged man, and his family. This was
the only "garrison'. People sometimes
quartered their horses there and every
summer picnic parties from the mainland
invaded the place.

During the Civil War, when the U.S.
Naval Academy relocated from Annapolis
to the Atlantic House on the corner of
Bellevue Avenue and Pelham Street, the
island was again put to use. Three
hundred cadets were quartered at the
Arlantic House and another three hun-
dred on the ships anchored off the east-
ern shore of Goat Island. Houses were
erected for classrooms. The frigate Con~
stitution was moored at the main wharf
while the Santee occupled a pier built for
it further north - this pier was later
demolished. The officers’ quarters were
built later at the south end of the island,
as was the sea-wall.

The cadets, with their faultless
attire, bright brass buttons and fresh
countenances were quite an attraction to
the young misses of Newport. The flirta-

tions among them gave the officers of the
academy no small amount of anxiety and
trouble, not to mention the girls' parents;
special police surveillance of the voung
people was deemed necessary.

There was an effort being made in the
town to secure the permanent location of
the academy in Newport and the matter was
freely discussed throughout the town. Among
those in opposition was a Lieutenant Fair-
fax who was on duty at the Naval Academy.
He began a letter writing campaign to the
Navy department in Washington stating that
he opposed the plan on the grounds that the
midshipmen would suffer moral danger from
being located among so many girls.

He was backed up in his reasons by an
incident which occurred about this time.
The keeper's dwelling had not vet been
erected at the head of the breakwater and
a midshipman was at the head of the pier
as was allowed. At the same time a voung
lady from the town pulled up to the head
of the pier and attempted to pass a note
to him. In doing so she fell overboard.
Naturally the midshipman plunged into the
water to rescue her, returning her to her
boat and himself to the pier. When he re-
ported on board his ship his wet clothing
earned him a stay in the brig.

Incidents such as this were made use
of in the lieutenant's correspondence,
labeling the inhabitants of Newport as a
iow-down people not fit for companionship
with genteel people, such as the Navy's
midshipmen.

Some reporters in Washington obtained
copies of the correspondence and it was
widely published. The people of Newport
read and re-read it, and the more they
read the hotter under the collar they be-
came.

(con't. on next page)







































