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President's Message

This past November 12, the Hill Association held its annual
meeting of Newport's civic and business organizations. A repre-
sentative of each group was asked to speak for a minute or two on
the subject of the evening, which was "your (organization's) plans
for the coming year". I thought you might be interested in what I
said.

According to our by-laws, the aims of the Point Association ﬁ¢1‘35¥
are, in part, to protect, preserve, and beautify the neighborhood, ‘?
and to maintain its residential nature. We will do this in 1986 &N
with the help of at least two new projects and the continuation évd&}
of many others. ‘ﬁf

oL
We will monitor our Point Waterfront and the issues that may ﬁa?
affect it. This past year we accomplished this goal by installing

a marker at the South end of Washington Street which commemorates

the Fall River Line and its boats which docked there; by making a
presentation to the Coastal Resources Management Council during its
investigation of the rights-of-way on the Point; and by acquiring an
official standing with the CRMC concerning the Gravelly Point rights-
of-way and (what is now called) the Washingtcn Street pier.

In addition, we will try to solve the traffic problem on the
Point. This Fall, the Executive Board re-established the Point
Association Traffic Committee, a hard-working group which will con-
tinue its work into the next year in an attempt to find a set of
viable solutions.

Furthermore, the Point Association will, in 1986, continue to
monitor the progress of the Gateway and the Loop Road, which, it is
planned, will be placed beside the railroad tracks. We have official
representation on the citizen-advisory committees to both of these
projects. The Gateway Review Committee will surely resume its meetings
this next year.

Another new Point Association program will further the aims of our
group by helping us to enlist as many new members as possible. Our
Block Program will divide the Point into sections, or "blocks", in each
of which one of our members will see that new residents have membership
information.

Finally, our beautification efforts have become more agressive in
the area of recognizing the efforts of our neighbors. We have held
two new-within-recent-memory beautification contests this year, and
have awarded ribbons to those who have made special contributions to the
appearance of the Point. These activities will continue next year.

This is the gist of what I told the Hill Association gathering.
If you have some more ideas about our 1986 agenda, pleasedon't hesi-
tate to call me; this is your organization, and we want your comments.

David Robbins
847-2575




AL MEETING - OCTOBER 17,1985

this year was Lillian
= included the substance
h@f message under "Recycling' in
ancther part of this issue. The budget
for the coming vear was adopted, and
the report of the nominating committee
was heard with the following results:

Joan Wood, Treasurer

Brenda Gordon, First Vice Pres.
Sarah Gilson, Rec. Secretary
Marianne Barker, Corr. Secretary

Marianne Barker is filling the unex~
pired term of Dorothea Slocum.

Thanks to the retiring officers:

Herbert Rommel, Treasurer

Robert Ogurek. First Vice Pres.
Rowan Howard, Rec. Secretary
Dorothea Slocum, Corr. Secretary

The beautification chairman,
Mary Rommel presented ribbons to the
flower contests winners. {(Their names
were noted in the October issue of
THE GREEN LIGHT)

"Born on the Point" certificates
were presented to: Liz Mathinos Ber-
mander, Dr. Patricia Mathinos
Blakley, Katherine Ewart, John Ramos
Furtado,Judith Ann Furtado Gadoury,
Mary B. Kinsella, Doris F., Lewis,
Elton M. Manuel, Jack John Mazza,
and John A. Mazza.

The meeting voted unanimously to
object to condominium development and
non-marine related uses at the Newport
Shipyard property.

The re-establishment of the
Point Association Traffic Committee
was announced. Its duty is to try to
find solutions to the traffic prob-
lems of the Point.

Because of the reversal of sen-
timent about sticker parking (exhib-
ited at the July 29th meeting) the
membership voted to not seek the
sticker parking program as it is
presently constituted. The HExecu-
tive Board will appoint a committee
to determine what type of sticker
parking program might be effective.

Fleanor Weaver notified thé meet-
ing of her proposed amendments to our
by-laws. The full text of this will
be printed in the April GREEN LIGHT,
and a vote will be taken at the
April, 1986 Membership Meeting.

1
y

RH - BDWH

Countsy Coloral
(Recessones
For FHome and Haanth
&}mnp:gadss. ffo.u

g |
ST

225 GOUDARD ROW
BRICK MARKET PLACE
NEWPORT, R
(401) 848-4733

: Cﬁ




APPRECIATION

A CLEAN-UP WELL DONE

This year the clean-up was badly needed
because of our visitor "Gloria''. Many

thanks to Jack Martins for his supervision

and for the October 20th party for the
"cleaner-uppers'.It turned out to be a

great annual solution to the ever-present
problem of litter. It is much appreciated.

FALL RIVER LINE REMEMBERED

The annual "clean up' was com-
pleted just in time for the ceremony

Thank you everybody for your love~
ly flowers this summer. Would you
please consider putting greens in your
containers and a real green or cone
decoration on the door, and clear bulbs
in electric candlesin your windows, and
clear bulbs in any outdoor decorations?

Let's all join in so we can be in
the Christmas in Newport doorway con-
test on December 27 —- no entry forms
are required this year. If you or
your neighbor have a pretty door,
please call me at 847-7779 so it can be
judged.

dedicating the tablet to the memory of
the Fall River Line boats which docked

Have a happy holiday.
at Long Wharf for almost 100 years.

Mary Heins Rommel .

About 40 people gathered at the Beautification Chairman

site at one o'clock on Saturday, Oct-
ober 26th, many of whom worked for the
Line, traveled on it, or just remem-
bered it affectionately. Among the
spectators were Mayor Kirby and several
councilmen.
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A very enjoyable cocktail party was
held November 7th at the Newport Yacht
Club for new and prospective members of
the Point Association. We give a well-
deserved vote of thanks to Mary Jo Ogurek
and her committee (Sarah Gilson and Toni
Peters) for the beautiful flower decora-
tions, the very tasty and unusual hors
d'oeuvres, and all the planning that
made for a wonderful party.

The climax of the affair was a
talk by Richard W. Berry, whose father
was superintendent of the steamship
company yard; he spoke of the outstand-
ing workmanship and the dedication of
the company's personnel. I'm sure
many of us were wishing we could have
those beautiful passenger boats once

i * ok ok ok ox
again in these waters.

Lavr WORKS

626 lowest THAMES BT.,
Newrort, BRI 02840
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POINTERS IN THE NEWS!

Mabel Watson, who lives on Washington
Street, has been a Pointer since she came
to Newport in 1919. She isanartist; her
first full scale show Newpoad As I Was
opened recently at the DeBlois Street
Gallery. Mrs. Watson was featured in an
article in Newponid This leek in November.
She is well known as an active citizen
of the Point, a preservationist and an
historian, and currently as a painter
in the "primitive" style. Her paintings
reflect her interests in 0ld Newport and
its buildings, in people, and in the
water of the bay. We, too, honor Mabel
Watson for her many accomplishments and
her contributions to Newport and the
Point.

St. John's Church has been in the
news this past month. On November 23rd,
the Reverend Henry G. Turnbull was honored
at a reception by the Parish members for
his 25 years as rector of St. Jobn's. On
November 24th, The Feast of the Dedication
was observed honoring the memory of Peter
Quire, founder of the church.

GHOSTS ,,tool A Provddence Journal
article at Halloween time featured ghosts
and spirits in Newport; Included was a
reference to a Cherry Street ghost. If
you live on the Point, do YOU have a ghost
in your house? Or do you know of one? If
so, do give the story to the Editor.
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RECYCLING

WE'RE IN IT! A first in Newport, and
the Point is the first neighborhood to
participate. At long last, Newport is doing
something about recycling reusuable mater-
ials. Eventually paper, aluminum, and
glass will be collected and recycled, but
to begin the project, only paper will be
collected. The Point has been selected for
the first "phasing in'. Lillian Gee,
coordinator for the project, spoke at the
Point Association's meeting in October,
explaining the project process., A Daily
News article also detailed the project as
described by Patrick Maher of D&M Disposal
Company, which will implement the program.
Mrs. Gee observed that the Point area was
chosen to start the recycling project be-
cause of its community spirit, its concern
for neighborhood welfare, and an active
citizens' group (The Point Association,
of course!) which works for the good of
the area.

Tuesday, December 3rd, is the first
day of cocllection. Watch for instructions
in the newspaper, and in a letter from the
disposal company to Point residents. This
is a special collection, o¢nly for papers;
do not put papers in regular trash col-
lections for they will then not be re-
cycled. You will help preserve resources,
you help the city save money - and you
will assist in a very much needed project.
Let's show Newport how well The Point can
do to get recycling started!
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A NEWPORT MYSTERY OF 1923

One of the grim local stories of
the Prohibition era was the loss of the
steamer "John Dwight” in the fog-shrouded
waters of the Vineyard Sound.

In the late winter of 1923 the former
135-foot pogy fishing vessel "John Dwight"
was overhauled and made ready for sea in
Newport. This vessel sailed from Newport
early in April on a mysterious trip with
papers that were later declared by port
officials to be false. However, it was
widely rumored that the ship was owned
by bootleggers and the purpose of the trip
was to pick up a cargo of contraband
liquor which would be smuggled into the
United States. It was also strongly rumor-
ed at the time that there was a large sum
of money on board for the purpose of buy-
ing the liquor. It was supposed to be as
much as two hundred thousand dollars.

The vessel carried a crew of 15 men.
The captain was John King and his son Harry
was one of the crew. A man named M.J. Car-
michael was the mate and none of the other
crewmen were identified.

On the morning of April 6,1923 the Gay
Head Coast Guard Station and the Cuttyhunk
Coast Guard Station sighted "John Dwight"
in evident distress at the entrance to
Vineyard Sound. When the lifeboats arrived
on the scene the ship had foundered and
there was no sight of the crew and little
wreckage except some floating barrels con-
taining bottles of Canadian ale. From here
on the whole incident is still a mystery.

By the next day there was grim evi-

dence that murder had been done. Seven bodies

wearing life belts were found floating in
the Sound and the body of the Captain's son
Harry came ashore in a ship's boat at
Menemsha on the Vineyard. Some of these
bodies showed signs of physical violence.

A ship's boat containing the name board of
"John Dwight' was found on the beach at
Naushon - a very strange happening indeed.

The Massachusetts authorities carried
on a very extensive investigation. All
possible evidence was examined and a diver
descended to the wreck but could find
nothing except that the ship had been
scuttled and was loaded witha cargo of
Canadian ale. The conclusion of the auth-
orities was that the crew had been murdered
and the ship scuttled by persons unknown.
Only eight bodies were ever found.

A large number of possible theories
came out of this tragic incident. Most of
them were quite fanciful but a couple quite
plausible. One school of thought holds that
it was an act of piracy where one crowd of
bootleggers boarded the ship and murdered
the crew which was itself engagedin smug-
gling. Another theory is that part of the
crew mutinied and murdered the other men
and escaped with an unknown sum of money.
At any rate we shall probably never know
the true story of "John Wright" and will
have to remember it as a sad event of the
strange time when the Volstead Act was
the law of the land.

Donal O'Brien
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Photograph of a painting of 53 Washington Street
by Galed Gestner - ca 1943

AT MRS. MORRISSEY'S

During World War II, Fred and
Elizabeth Morrissey lived at 53 Wash-
ington Street. They had one daughter,
Marilyn (now Mrs. Patrick O'N. Hayes),
who was very pretty and popular; in
fact, she was affectionately known as
"The Point Belle".

The house was a large one and the

Morrisseys shared it with several inval-

ids -- some permanent residents and some
temporary. Mrs, Morrissey was not only
a nurse, but an excellent cook as well.
People went there to recuperate from an
illness or an operation. The cheerful
atmosphere was most conducive to recov-
ery. How that establishment was missed
when the Morrisseys retired!

As the war population increased in
Newport, every house owner was urged to
make room for the newcomers. The
Morrissey house became filled with

young people doing war work. There was
Captain Margaret Brine of the U. S.
Coast Guard, Gene Lensing, Director of
the Naval Hospital Red Cross, and
Lillian Nelson and Ethel Hopkins, also
of the Red Cross. Galed Gestner, Bill
Goodell, Hugh Flynn, Ray Carter, and
many other young Navy boys were frequent
visitors.

Fortunately the permanent "resting"
patients enjoyed the comings and goings
of the new houseful. A spirit of cama-
radie soon developed, and everyone made
a real effort to be cheerful and forget,
temporarily, the grimness of the war,
Pot-luck suppers among the neighbors were
once-a-week events. There were card
games and Parchesi games -- in fact, one
neighbor had a Parchesi tournament with
the coveted prize a pound of sugar!



Someone suggested Square Dancing and
the living room was cleared several nights
a month for this most popular pasttime.
Fred Morrissey had to bolster up the
house with strong beams in the cellar
because the Colonial structure was not
designed for such strenuocus use. A cache
of country music records was found, full-
skirted costumes appeared from nowhere
and the place rang with gaiety. There
were also musical evenings as two of the
neighbors played recorders and one of the
Navy boys had a shepherd's pipe.

Fifty three Washington Street has now
been beautifully restored by Captain and
Mrs. Richard Peters. They have opened up
a huge "keeping room' fireplace in a wall
near the living room and restored a forgot-
ten stairway and entrance hall; a lovely
garden surrounds all four sides. Thus the
house is now going through another period
of affording its inhabitants true living
pleasure.
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Mrs. Morrissey is still very active
enjoying her great-grandchildren and she
often reminisces about the happy years
in the house on Washington Street.

Virginia Covell

Newport Ya‘chung Center
Newport, R1 02440
(401) B47-9109 - 849-2111
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